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A    SERI0U5 

CALL 


IN 


CHRISTIAN  LOVE 


TO  ALL 


PEOPLE, 

TO  TURN  TO  THE 

SPIRIT  OF  CHRIST 

IN  THEMSELVES ; 

That  they  may  come  to  have  a  right  understanding  of  the  things 
of  God,  and  be  enabled  thereby  to  serve  him  acceptably:— - 
With  some  observations  on  the  foUow^ing  heads  : 


J.    THE  UNIVERSALITY    OF  GOD  S 

IV. 

BAPTISM. 

LOVE,  IN  SENDING  HIS 

SON 

V. 

THE  SUPPER. 

TO  DIE  FOR  ALL  MEN. 

VI. 

PERFECTION. 

11.     THE   HOLY  SCRIPTURES. 

VII. 

THE  RESURRECTION. 

III.   WORSHIP. 

VIII. 

SWEARING. 

LThes   v.  2L   Prove  all  things,  hold  fast  that  ixjhich  is  good~ 
RoM.  i.    19.  That  ivhich  may  be  knoiun  of  God,  is  manifest  in. 
them. 


g.  _i— u-sir-n'/' 


FHi;>LADELi>K:iA: 

1806, 


THE 


PREFACE. 


Friendly  Reader, 

WHAT  is  here  presented  to  thy  view,  is  writ' 
ten  in  great  love,  and  I  desire  that  the  Lord, 
by  his  Holy  Spirit,  may  give  thee  a  right  understanding  < 
of  the  truths  herein  laid  down*  Our  principles  and 
do6irine  have  been  very  much  misrepresented,  and 
many  of  our  Friends'  words  and  writings  have  been  ' 

wrested  and  misconstrued  by  many  who  wanted  chari- 
ty, which  is  the  bond  of  perfeBion  ;  the  Apostle  has 
excellently  described  it  in  his  first  epistle  to  the  Co- 
rinthians ;  he  saith,  charity  suffereth  long,  and  is  i  Cor.  xili.  4. 
kind  ;  charity  envi^th  not;  charity  vaunteth  not  it-  •^'  ^' 
self,  is  not  puffed  up,  doth  not  behave  itself  unseem- 
ly, seeketh  not  her  own,  is  not  easily  provoked, 
thinketh  no  evil,  rejoiceth  not  in  iniquity,  but  re- 
joiceth  in  the  truth :  Oh,  that  it  might  prevail  a- 
mongst  the  children  of  men  universally,  that  so  there 
might  be  no  envying  one  another :  charity  is  so  far 
from  speaking  evil,  or  doing  evil,  that  it  thinketh  no 
evil:  Though,  saith  the  Apostle,  I  bestow  all  my  i. Cer. v"-  i- 
goods  to  feed  the  poor,  and  though  I  give  my  body 
I  to  be  burned,  and,  have  not  charity,  it  profiteth  me 
nothing.     It  were  greatly  to  be  desired,  that  all  woidd 
endeavour  to  excel  therein,  that  so  there  might,  be  an 
holy  harmony  amongst  the  children  of  men. 


THE    PREFACE, 

This  treatise  being  small^  may  come,  into  many  hands ^^ 
where  some  larger  books,  that  give  a  7nore  full  and 
particular  account  of  our  doilrine  and  principles,  may 
not  come  ;  and  if  the  observations  that  are  made  on 
the  several  heads  touched  upon,  may  have  the  good  ef 
fe£l  to  remove  prejudice,  and  open  the  understanding 
of  the  religious  and  well-minded,  it  will  very  muck 
answer  the  desire  of  him  who  wishes  well  to  thee,  and 
all  meuo. 

Benjamin  Holme, 


^  SERIOUS 

CALL 

IN 

CHRISTIAN  LOVE 

TO  ALL  PEOPLE  &c. 


AS  the  Lord  hath  been  so  wonderfully  gracious 
and  kind  to  the  children  of  men  who  were 
gone  astray  from  him,  that  he  hath  sent  forth  the  Gal.  iv.  6. 
Spirit  of  his  Son  into  their  hearts,  to  be  a  guide  and 
teacher  to  them;  it  is  greatly  to  be  desired,  they  may 
all  take  heed  unto  it,  that  thereby  they  may  be  en- 
abled to  withstand  and  resist  the  enemy  of  their  souls, 
in  all  his  temptations  and  assaults  ;  for  it  is  certain, 
as  Christ  said,  without  me  ye  can  do  nothing  ;  we  are 
not  able  without  the  help  of  his  spirit,  to  resist 
the  least  temptation ;  for  in  that  divine  light, 
•which  lighteth  every  man  that  cometh  into  the  World,  John  i.  5 
and  gives  men  and  women  a  sight  and  discovery 
of  that  which  is  evil,  there  is  power  to  enable 
them  to  withstand  and  resist  the  enemy  in  all  his 
temptations,  as  they  take  heed  to  it ;  but  many 
people  are  strangers  to  this  divine  light,  though 
the  apostle  Paul  tells  us  how  men  may  knov/  it ; 
he  saith,  all  things  that  are  reproved,  are  made  Eph.  v.  15. 
manifest  by  the  light  ;  for  whatsoever  doth  make  mani- 
fest is  light.  It  is  no  sin  to  he  te?npted,  if  m;?n  shut  ^T^t.  iv.  i. 
out  the  temptation  as  soon  as  it  is  presented  ;  for 
we  read  that  Christ  was  tempted  several  ways,  but 
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he  overcame  the  tempter  by  resisting  of  him  ;  the 
apostle  Ja?nes  saith.  Resist  the  Devil,  and  he  will  fiee 
fro'tn  you  :  draw  ni^h  to  God,  and  he  will  draw  nigh 
to  you.  It  is  to  this  holy  light  and  spirit  that  lets  peo» 
pie  see  the  evil  when  it  is  presented,  that  we  endea- 
vour to  turn  the  minds  of  the  children  of  men,  that 
thereby  we  may  be  enabled  to  withstand  the  enemy 
in  all  his  temptations ;  we  read,  that  The  Nations 
of  them  which  are  saved  shall  walk  in  the  light  of  the 
Lamb.  If  we  walk  in  the  light,  saith  John,  as  he  is 
in  the  light,  we  have  fellowship  one  with  another;  and 
the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  his  son,  cleans  eth  us  from  all 
Sin.  If  all  that  profess  to  be  the  followers  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  did  but  walk  in  this  holy  light 
as  they  ought  to  doj  they  would  shew  forth 
Qhrisiianity  in  the  purity  of  it,  and  adorn  the  doc- 
tiine  of  God  our  Saviour,  by  their  good  and  holy 
living  ',  we  read.  The  light  shineth  in  darkness,  and 
the  darkness  comprehended,  it  not.  How  many  that  are 
strangers  to  this  holy  light  v^liich  God  hath  caused 
to  shine  in  men's  dark  hearts,  have  spoken  evil  of 
it,  and  also  of  many  that  have  borne  testimony 
to  it  ?  we  read  that  the  apostle  Faul  was  sent  to  turn 
men  from  darkness  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of 
Satan  to  God.  And  this  is  the  great  labour  now  of 
those  that  are  truly  the  ministers  of  Christ,  to  turn 
ihe  Children  of  men  to  that  true  light,  which  we 
read,  Ughteth  every  man  that  conietb  into  the  world, 
iliis  divine  light  ought  not  to  be  rejefted,  nor  the 
true  way  of  worshipping  God  despised,  because  they 
may  be  evilly  spoken  of  by  many  that  are  ignorant 
of  them :  The  way  in  wMch  the  apostle  Paul  wor- 
'  shipped  God  was,  by  some  that  were  strangers  to 
it,  coimted  Heresy,  and  the  believers  were  accounted 
a  seel  every  were  spoken  against..     And  it  is  said  con- 
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sterhing  Christ,  bave  any  of  the  rulers  or  oftheV\\2x\-  Jo^"  '"•  4?^ 
sees,  believed  on  him;  but  this  people  who  knoweth  ?iot 
the  law  are  cursed.  They  were  so  ignorant,  that  they 
counted   those  that   believed  in    Christ  accursed- 
Many  of  the  children  of   God  have  been  evilly 
spoken  of  by  those  that  were  strangers  to  the  Lord ; 
behold  saith  John,  what  tiianner  of  love  the  Father  i  Jobnio.  r,  2, 
hath  bestowed  upon  us,  that  we  should  be  called  the 
Sons  of  God  ;  therefore  the  world  knoweth  lis  not,  be^ 
cause  it  knew  him  not.  He  assigns  the  reason  why  the 
world  knew  them  not,  because,  saith  he,  it  knezu  him 
not.    While  Saul  was  ignorant  of  God,  he  persecut- 
ed his  people ;  all  his  learning  and  scholarship  did 
not  give  him  the  knowledge  of  God,  nor  yet  the 
knowledge  of  his  people;  and '&2lm\,  yet  breathing  out  Adis  k.  ?,  2, 
threatnings  and  slaughter  against  the  disciples  of  the  '''"!'-" 
hord,  went  unto  the  high-priest,  and  desired  of  him  let- 
ter stoTi^v[i2iS,c\xs,  to  the  synagogues,  that  if  he  found  any 
of  this  way,  whether  they  were  men  or  women,  he  might 
bring  them  bound  unto  JerxiSBlemy  and,  as  he  journey- 
ed, he  came  near  Damascus,  and  suddenly  there  whined   • 
round  about  him  a  light  from  heaven,  and  he  heard 
a  voice  saying,  Saul,  Saul,  why  persecutest  thou  me  ? 
and  he  said,  who  art  thou  Lord?  and  the  Lord saidj. 
I  am  Jesus  whom  thou  persecutest ;  //  is  hard  for  thee 
to  kick  against  the  pricks.      It  is  to  be  feared,    that 
many  do  not  know  that  it  is  the  Lord  by  his  Spirit 
that  inwardly  pricks  them  when  they  do    amiss. 
Now  here  is  the  ground  of  persecution,  v/hen  mei? 
know  not  God,  nor  those  that  afe  truly  his  peo- 
ple, they  persecute  the  true  worshippers  of  God  as 
Hereticks,     How  many  of  the  Martyrs  in  Queen 
Mary's  Days  were  persecuted  and  put  to  death  as 
Hereticks,  by  those  that  were  ignorant  of  God  ? 
and  how  many  oi  our  friends  have  been  persecuted 
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unto  death  by  those  that  were  strangers  to  the 
Lord  and  to  his  p.^-ople  ?  But  as  it  wasof  old,  so  it  i& 

Gal.  iv.  29.  now,  he  that  is  born  after  the  flesh,  persecutes  him  that 
is  born  after  the  Spirit :  we  read  how  Christ  said  to 

John  XV.  18.      his  followers,  if  the  world  hate  you,  ye  know  that  it 

io,  20.  ,  , 

hated  me  before  it  hated  you  :  if  ye  zvere  of  the  world, 
the  world  would  love  his  own;  but  because  ye  are  not  of 
the  world,  but  I  have  chosen  you  out  of  the  world, 
therefore  the  world  hateth  you  :  re?}ie?nber  the  word 
that  I  said  unto  you,  the  servant  is  not  greater  than 
the  Lord  :  if  they  have  persecuted  me,  they  will  also 
persecute  you.  It  has  often  been  the  lot  of  many  of 
the  followers  of  Christ,  to  be  persecuted  and  re- 
viled, and  evil  spoken  of ;  but  our  Saviour,  to  en- 
-    courage  his  disciples  to  bear  persecution,  and  the 

Mat.v.  II,  12.  reproaches  and  revilings  of  men,  saith,  blessed  are 
ye  wheii  men  shall  revile  you,  and  persecute  you,  and 
shall  say  all  manner  of  evil  against  you  falsly,  for  my 
sake  ;  rejoice  and  be  exceeding  glad;  for  great  is  your 
reward  in  heaven;  for  so  persecuted  they  the  prophets 
which  were  before  you.  Although  they  that  believed 
in  Christ  were  accounted  accursed  by  some,  it  was 
happy  for  them  who  did  believe  in,  and  receive  him, 

fohn  i  li.  to  them  he  gave  power  to  become  the  Sons  of  God. 
This  is  the  great  blessing  which  they  have  that  re- 
ceive Christ  by  his  Spirit  into  their  heai"ts  ;  as  they 
are  subje£l  to  him,  they  do  not  only  receive  power 
to  conquer  their  lusts  and  passions,  but  also  to  do 
the  will  of  God,  and  keep  his  commands.  But 
how  many  that  are  strangers  to  the  inward  appear- 
ance of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  by  his  light  and  spirit 
in  men's  hearts,  have  looked  upon  it  as  strange  doc- 

C'A.  i.  iO.  :•;.  trine  to  preach  Chnst  within  '^  This  is  the  Mystery 
zuhich  hath  been  hid  from  ages  and  from  generations, 
but  now  is  made  manifest  to  his  saints,  to  %vlwm  God 
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ivouid  make  known  what  is  the  riches  of  the  glory  of 
of  this  mystery  among  the  Gentiles,  which  is  Christ  in  you 
the  hope  of  glory.  And  when  some  oi  our  friends  have 
borne  testimony  to  that  divine  light  which  Hghteth  John  i.  9   ' 
every  man  that  comet h  into  the  worlds  many  have 
made  a  wonder  of  it,  how  the  light  could  be  in  men;  • 
and  have  spoken  shghtly  of  the  spirit  ;  although  we 
read,  as  many  as  are  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  they  Romansvlii. 
are  the  Sons  of  God.     If  any  man  (saith  the  apostle)  Rom.  viii.  9. 
hath  not  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  he  is  none  of  his.     If 
men  have  not  this  spirit  for  their  guide,  they  can- 
not be  Christians,  nor  members  of  Chris  fs  church, 
although  they  may  be  strift  in  observing  a  great 
many  outward  observations  ;  for  we  read,   that  in  Gal.  vi.  ij» 
Christ  Jesus  neither  circimicision  availeth  any  thing, 
nor  uncircmncision,  but  a  new  creature.     It  is  as  men 
come  to  be  born  of  the  divine  nature,  being  created 
anew  in    Christ  Jesus  unto  good  works,  that  they 
come  to  have  a  right  understanding  of  the  things 
of  God  ;  /  thank  thee,  0  Father,  (saith  Christ)  Lord  ^f  •    ""''■    ^^ 
of  heaven  and  earth,  because  thou  hast  hid  these  things 
from  the  wise  and  prudent,  and  hast  revealed  them 
unto  babes  ;   even  so.  Father,  for  so  it  seemed  good  iii 
thy  sight.     He  that  is  truly  a  child  of  God,  and 
born  of  his  spirit,  has  a  more  true  and  sensible 
knowledge  of  God,  and  also  of  the  mysteries  of 
his  kingdom,  than  men  in  their  natural  and  uncon- 
verted state  can  attain  unto  by  all  their  wisdom  and 
parts  ;  for  we  read,    that  the  natural  man  receiveth  i  Cor.  ii.  14. 
not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  for  they  are  foolish- 
ness  unto  him,  neither  can  he  know  them,  because 
they  are  spiritually  discerned  ;  they  are  beyond  his 
reach  and  comprehension  :  the  apostle  saith.  Prove  j  Thes.  v.  21 , 
all  thiiigs  ;  hold  fast  that  which  is-good.     Now  th-e 
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way  for  men  to  have  a  right  and  clear  discovery  of 
the  truth,  is  to  come  to  that  divine  hght,  vidiich  God 
has  caused  to  shine  in  men's  hearts.     The  apostle 

2  Cor.  iv.  6.  saith,  God  who  cominandedthe  light  to  shine  out  of  dark- 
ness^ hath  shine d  in  our  hearts^  to  give  the  light  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God,  in  the  face  of  Jesus 
Christ.  And  as  the  Lord,  by  his  light,  gives  thee 
a  sight  and  discovery  of  the  truth,  I  desire  that 

Micah  vi.  8.  thou  maycst  embrace  it,  and  join  with  it ;  The  Lord, 
saith  the  prophet,  hath  shewed  thee,  0  man,  what 
is  good :  and  what  doth  the  Lord  require  of  thee,  but 
to  do  justly,  and  to  love  ?nercy,  and  to  walk  humbly 
with  thy  God?  Now  the  Lord,  by  his  holy  light, 
doth  not  only  shew  men  that  which  is  good,  and 
what  he  requires  of  them  ;  but  he  is  near  to  shew 
them  that  which  is  evil,  in  its  very  first  appearance. 

Ames.  Iv.  13.  He  that  shews  to  man  his  thoughts,  saith  the  prophet, 
the  Lord  of  Hosts  is  his  name  :    the  apostle  saith, 

Ephes.  V.  13.  but  all  things  that  are  reproved  are  made  manifest  by 
the  Hght :  for  whatsoever  doth  make  manifest  is  light. 
Now  this  holy  light,  which  gives  men  a  sight  and 
discovery  of  that  which  is  evil,  when  it  is  presented, 
is  the  great  touch-stone  that  we  desire  all  may  come 
to.  If  men  do.  not  take  heed  to  this,  they  may  soon 
err  in  judgment,  and  receive  and  embrace  false  doc- 
trine, and  wrong  principles.  And  men's  receiving 
false  and  wrong  opinions,  doth  very  much  open  a 
door  for  wrong  practices.  If  men  once  entertain  a 
belief,  that  there  is  no  possibility  of  their  conquer- 
ing and  overcoming  their  corruptions  while  here, 
what  encouragement  is  there  for  them  to  war  against 
\  them?  01  if  th  y  believe  that  there  is  a  Purgatory, 

or  a  place  in  which  they  may  be  cleansed  from  their 
sins  after  death,  it  is  no  wonder  if  they  live  so  as 
to  fulfil  and  gratify  their  own  carnal  desires  and 
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inclinations.  But  it  is  his  work  that  was  a  lyar 
Jrom  the  beginning,  to  persuade  men  to  believe 
this :  we  do  not  read,  that  the  rich  man  that  we 
have  an  account  of  in  Luke,  met  with  any  place  of 
cleansing  after  death.  And  if  men  entertain  a  be- 
lief, that  God  has  before  ordained  a  great  part  of 
mankind  to  perish,  and  the  rest  to  be  saved  ;  and 
that  the  numbers  are  so  fixed,  that  none  can  be 
diminished  from  them  that  are  to  perish,  or  any 
added  to  the  number  of  them  that  are  to  be  saved, 
what  need  any  body  take  any  care  about  another 
world?  this  do£lrine  doth  very  much  destroy  re- 
ligion and  Christianity,  I  believe  some  have  been 
so  darkened  in  their  understanding,  that  they  have 
not  stuck  to  say,  that  God  has  fore-ordained  what- 
ever comes  to  pass  ;  that  he  has  appointed  the  mur- 
derer to  murder,  and  the  thief  to  steal,  that  so 
they  might  consequently  perish.  How  contrary  is 
this  doftrine  to  what  we  read  in  the  Holy  Scrip- 
ture, where  the  Lord  has  said,  as  Hive,  I  have  no  ^z.  xxxm.  n. 
pleasure  in  the  death  of  the  wicked,  but  that  the 
wicked  turn  from  his  way  and  live.  We  read, 
that  they  have  built  the  high  places  o/'Tophet,  which  jer.  viiai 
is  in  the  Valley  of  the  Son  of  Hinnom,  to  burn  their 
son's  and  their  daughters  in  the  Jire  ;  which  saith 
the  Lord,  /  commanded  them  not,  neither  came  it  into 
my  heart.  Although  this  came  to  pass,  the  Lord  was 
so  far  from  ordaining  it,  that  speaking  after  the  man- 
ner of  men,  he  said,  it  came  not  into  his  heart.  It 
would  be  abominable  to  say,  that  God  ordains  all  the 
wicked  things  which  come  to  pass.  I  wish  that  all 
would  be  careful  how  they  are  imposed  upon  to  re- 
ceive any  doftrines  which  are  repugnant  to  the  doc- 
trine of  Christ,  and  the  primitive  Christians,  re- 
corded in  the  Holy  Scriptures :  and  that  people 
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would  compare  their  do6:i-ine  with  the  doQrine 
there  laid  down,  and  see  how  they  correspond.  It 
has  pleased  God  to  raise  up  a  people  to  preach  the 
same  dodrine,  and  bear  the  same  testimony,  that 
s  John  iv.  6.  the  apostles  and  primitive  Christians  bore  :  John. 
saith,  we  are  of  God,  he  that  knoweth  God,  heareth 
tis  :  he  that  is  not  of  God  heareth  not  us.  I  desire 
that  none  may  rejed  the  truth,  because  it  may  be 
held  forth  by  a  people  that  are  despised  by  many 
that  do  not  rightly  know  them  :  for  ye  see  your  calling, 
brethren,  how  that  not  many  wise  men  after  the  flesh, 
not  many  mighty,  not  many  noble,  are  called  ;  but  God 
hath  chosen  the  foolish  things  of  the  world  to  confound 
the  wise,  and  God  hath  chosen  the  weak  things  of  the 
i^orld  to  confound  the  things  which  are  mighty,  and  base, 
things  of  the  world,  and  things  which  are  despised,  hath 
God  chosen  ;  yea  and  things  which  are  not,  to  bring 
io  nought  things  that  are,  that  no  flesh  may  glory  in 
his  presence.  Although  the  most  of  them  that  believ* 
ed  in  and  received  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  were  not 
the  wise,  and  mighty,  and  noble  ;  yet  we  may  con- 
clude safely,  that  some  of  the  wise,  '<3'c,  did  be-^ 
lieve  in  him  :  and  although  the  generality  of  them 
that  are  now  come  to  believe  in,  and  receive  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  his  Spiritual  appearance,  are 
not  of  the  wise  and  noble,  yet  blessed  be  the  Lordj 
some  such  are  corcie  to  believe  in,  and  receive 
Christ  by  his  Spirit  into  their  hearts ;  and  that  all 
may  thus  receive  him,  is  my  sincere  desire. 


TO  ALL  PEOPLE. 

I.    CONCERNING   THE   UNIVERSALITY  OF   GOd's    LOVE,    IN 
SENDING    HIS    SON    TO   DIE   FOR   ALL    MEN. 

"E  freely  own,  that  It  is  the  duty  of  the  chil- 
dren of  men  to  beheve  in  Christ,  as  he  did 
outwardly  appear;  and  we  hold  it  to  be  absolutely 
needful,  that  they  believe  his  death  and  sufferings, 
and  what  he  has  done  for  them,  without  them, 
where  it  has  pleased  God  to  afford  them  the  benefit 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures  that  declare  thereof;  yet  we 
believe  this  outward  knowledge  is  not  so  absolutely 
essential  to  Salvation,  but  that  men  may  be  saved 
by  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  that  suffered  upon  the 
cross  for  them,  if  they  are  subjeft  to  his  Spirit  in 
their  hearts,    although  their  lots  may  be  cast  in 
those  remote  parts  of  the  world,  where  they  are 
without  the  benefit  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  may 
'Iknow  nothing  of  the  coming  of  Christ  In  the  flesh  ; 
for  the  apostle  Paul,  in  the  fifth  of  the  Romans  salth, 
as  by  the  offence  of  one,  judgment  came  upon  all  men. 
to  condemnation,  even  so  by  the  righteousness  of  one,  the 
free  gift  came  upon  all  men,  unto  justification  of  life  ; 
for  as  all  men  partake  of  the  fruit  of  Adam's  fall,  by 
reason  of  that  evil  seed,  which  through  him  is  com- 
municated unto  them,  which  inclines  them  unto 
evil,  although  many  thousands  of  them  never  heard 
of  the  fall  of  Adam,  nor  of  his  eating  of  the  forbid- 
den fruit :  so  we  believe  many  may,  and  do  receive 
benefit  by  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  as  they  take  heed 
to  that  divine  light  and  grace,  which  Is  communica- 
ted to  mankind  universally,  through  him,  although 
they  may  know  nothing  of  his  coming  in  the  flesh. 
Now  though  we  hold  it  absolutely  needful,  that 
men  believe  in  the  death  and  sufferings  of  Christ, 
•^here  they  have  the  benefit  of  the  Holy  ScriptureSj 
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that  declare  thereof,  as  is  before  observed  ;  yet  all 
this  knowledge  will  not  entitle  to  a  part  in  the  king- 
dom of  God,  unless  they  know  him  that  died  for 
them,  to  save  them  out  of  those  things  that  unfit 
them  for  that  holy  kingdom,  into  which  nothing 
that  is  unclean  can  enter. 

John  L  9,  But  because  we  bear  testimony  to  the  inward  ap- 

pearance of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  by  his  light  and 
Spirit  in  men's  hearts,  some  have  been  so  unkind 
•  and  unjust,  that  they  have  not  stuck  to  say,  that 
we  denied  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  that  suffered  with- 
out the  Gates  oi  Jerusalem  for  us  ;  which  is  a  very 
great  abuse  upon  us  ;  for  we  firmly  believe  in  him 
that  was  born  of  the  virgin  Mary,  that  suffered  up- 
on the  cross  for  the  redemption  of  mankind  univers- 
ally ;  and  we  are  so  far  from  denying  him  that  died 
for  us,  and  rose  again  and  ascended  into  heaven, 
and  is  come  again  by  his  Spirit  into  our  hearts,  that 
we  hold  forth  his  death  and  sufferings  in  a  far  more 
extensive  manner  than  many  others  do  ;  for  a  great 
many  v.dll  have  it,  that  Christ  only  died  for  the 
believers,  and  a  part  of  mankind;  but  we  believe, 
according  to  the  Scripture,  that  he  tasted  death  for 

Heb.  ii.  9.  every  man  :  but  we  see  Jesus,  who  was  jnade  a  lit- 
tle lower  than  the  Angels,  for  the  suffering  of  death, 
crowned  with  glory  and  honour ;  that  he,  by  the  grace 

t  John  lir  ,  a  of  God,  should  taste  death  for  e'uery  man.  My  little 
children,  these  thifigs  write  I  unto  you,  that  ye  sin 
not ;  and  if  any  man  sin,  we  have  an  advocate  with 
the  Father,  Jesus  Christ  the  righteous ;  and  he  is  the 
propitiation  for  our  sins :  and  not  for  ours  only,  but  also 
for  the  sins  of  the  whole  World.  Here  is  the  wonder- 
ful love  of  God  set  forth  to  mankind  universally  ; 

fiom.  V.  18.  Therefore,  as  by  the  offence  of  one,  judgment  came  up- 
on all  men  to  condemnation  ;  even  so  by  the  righteous-* 
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ness  of  one,  the  free  gift  came  upon  all  men  to  justi- 
fication of  life.  So  that  the  plaister  is  as  broad  as 
the  sore.  Now  although  we  beheve  that  Christ  has,  , 
by  his  offering  up  of  himself  once  for  all,  cleared 
the  score,  so  far,  upon  the  account  of  infants  and 
mankind  in  general,  that  no  man  will  perish  be- 
cause of  the  sin  of  Adam;  yet  we  do  not  believe 
that  the  death  and  sufferings  of  Christ  without  the 
gates  of  Jerusalem  will  render  men  justified,  and 
acceptable  in  the  sight  of  God,  except  they  know 
him  that  died  for  them,  to  redeem  them  out  of  ac- 
tual sinning,  and  from  those  things  that  unfit  them 
for  the  kingdom  of  God:  K?iow  ye  not,  saith  the  i  cor.  vJ,.^^ 
apostle,  that  the  unrighteous  shall  not  inherit  the  king-  ^°'  **- 
^  dom  of  God?  be  not  deceived  ;  neither  fornicators,  nor 
idolaters,  nor  adulterers,  nor  effe?ninate,  nor  abusers 
of  themsehes  with  mankind,  nor  thieves,  nor  covet^ 
BUS,  nor  drunkards,  nor  revilers,  nor  extortioners, 
shall  inherit  the  kingdotn  of  God.  And  such  were 
some  of  you;  but  ye  are  washed,  but  ye  are  sandifed^ 
but  ye  are  justified  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
and  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God.  Here  the  apostle  has 
clearly  set  forth  how  men  are  justified.  Now  this 
is  what  we  are  concerned  for,  that  all  people 
may  come  to  know  the  Lord  to  work  a  change  in 
their  hearts,  and  wash  them  by  his  Spirit ;  He  "^'t"*  "i  5»  6- 
saved  us  by  the  washing  of  regeneration,  and  renew-- 
ing  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  he  shed  on  us  abundant- 
ly, through  Jesus  Christ  our  Saviour.  Now  here  is 
salvation  and  justification  by  Christ  upon  a  true  and 
right  foundation;  and  she  shall  bring  forth  a  Son,  and  Mat.  i,  at. 
thou  shalt  call  his  name  Jesus  ;  for  he  shall  save  his 
people  from  their  sins.  Mark,  that  salvation  from  sin 
is  the  way  for  men  to  be  saved  by  Christ,  from  the 
wrath  to  come;  for  we  read  that,  tribulation  and  an-  Rom.  ii,  5. 
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piisb  will  be  tipon  every  soul  of  man  that  doeth  evil,' 

RoiM.  viii.  I.  of  the  Jewjirsf^  a?id  also  of  the  Gentile.  There  is 
therefore  now  no  condemnation  to  them  which  are  in 
Christ  Jesus,  who  walk  not  after  the  flesh,  hut  after 
the  Spirit.  As  men  come  to  witness  a  being  wash- 
ed and  sandified,  and  brought  into  Christ,  and 
know  their  abiding  to  be  in  him,  they  are  redeem- 
ed out  of  those  things  that  bring  condemn ation^ 
If  any  man  be  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new  creature^ 

I  John  iii.  6.    %sjhosoever  ahideth  in  him,  sinneth  not.        We  know 

1  John  V.  1 8.  that  whosoever  is  born  of  God,  sifineth  not ;  but  he 
that  is  begotten  of  God,  keepeth  himself,  and  that  wick- 

I  John  V.  lo.  ed  one  toucheth  him  not.  He  that  believeth  on  the 
Son  of  God,  hath  the  witness  in  hi?nself.  This  is  the 
sum  of  all,  for  men  so  to  live,  that  they  may  have 
the  witness  in  themselves,  that  they  please  God. 
We  read  concerning  Enoch,  that  before  he  was 
translated,  he  had  this  testimony,  that  he  pleased 

I  John  Hi.  zo,  God.  If  our  heart  Condemn  US,  God  is  greater  than 
our  heart,  and  knoweth  all  things :  If  our  heart  con- 
demn us  not,  then  have  we  confidence  towards  God. 
Friendly  reader,  whoever  thou  art,  that  art  con- 
demned and  reproved  in  thyself,  for  that  which  is 
evil,  I  tenderly  desire  thou  mayest  turn  to  that 
Holy  Spirit,  which  doth  inwardly  reprove  thee  for 

fohn  xvi.  7,  8.  it :  If  I  go  not  away,  the  Comforter  will  not  come  un- 
to you;  hut  if  I  depart,  I  will  send  him  unto  you.  And 
when  he  is  come  he  will  reprove  the  world  of  Sin. 
The  same  Holy  Spirit  that  reproves  men  for  sin, 
will  not  01  ly  give  them  power  over  those  things 
that  they  are  overcome  with,  which  are  evil,  if  they 
take  heed  unto  it ;  but  as  they  come  out  of  those  things 
they  are  reproved  for,  it  will  be  a  divene  comfort- 
er to  them,  and  they  will  be  inwardly  justified  in 

i2,"i3.     '      themselves.     We  read  that  the  grace  of  God  that 
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hringeth  salvation  hath  appeared  to  all  men^  teaching 
iis,  that  denying  ungodliness,  dnd  worldly  lusts,  we 
should  live  soberly,  righteously,  and  godly  in  this  pre^ 
sent  world;  looking  for  that  blessed  hope,  and  th'e 
glorious  appearing  of  the  great  God,  and  our  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ ;  who  gave  himself  for  us,  that  he  inight 
redeem  us  from  all  iniquity ,  and  purify  unto  himself  a 
peculiar  people,  -zealous  of  good  works.  Now  although 
the  apostle  has  here  so  excellently  borne  testimony 
to  the  sufficiency  and  universality  of  the  grace  of 
God,  many  are  so  narrow,  that  they  are  not  wiU 
iing  to  own,  that  Christ  has  died  for  all ;  nor  will 
they  allow  that  saving  grace  is  given  to  all,  al- 
though we  read,  that  a  manifestation  of  the  Spirit  i.  Cor,  sii-  ]^. 
is  given  to  every  man  to  profit  ivithal.  And  in  the  par- 
able of  the  sower,  that  went  forth  to  sov/,  the  seed 
fell  on  all  the  four  sorts  of  ground,  but  it  did  not 
bring  forth  fruit  to  perfeftion,  save  only  in  the 
good  ground  ;  and  the  unprofitable  servant  had  a 
talent  committed  to  him,  which  was  sufficient  for 
him,  if  he  had  but  improved  it;  it  is  plain,  that 
the  fault  was  in  himself;  so  that  if  any  man  perish, 
he  is  the  cause  of  his  own  destruction  ;  as  it  was 
said  of  Israel,  O  Israel,  thou  hast  destroyed  thyself!  Hofea  xlii.  9. 
hut  in  me  is  thy  help,  God  gave  them  of  his  good  Nchem.  ix.  jp. 
Spirit  to  instrud:  them,  hut  they  rebelled  against  him.. 
Many,  for  want  of  a  right  understanding,  have  made 
a  very  wrong  use  of  Fau?s  words  in  the  ninth  of 
the  Romans ;  for  the  children  being  not  'jet  born,  Rom,  ix,  jr 
neither  having  done  any  good  or  evil,  that  the  purpose  ^^''  ^^' 
efGod  according  tp  election  might  stand,  not  of  works, 
hut  of  him  that  calleth,  it  was  said  unto  her,  the  eU 
der  shall  serve  the  younger.  As  it  is  written,  Jacob 
have  I  loved,  but  Esau  have  I  hated.  Now  the  apos- 
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tie  doth  not  say,  that  before  the  children  were 
born,  it  was  said,  Jacob  have  I  loved,  and  Esau 
have  I  hated ;  but  that  the  elder  shall  serve  the 
younger ;  and  as  it  is  written,  Jacob  have  I  loved, 
but  Esau  have  I  hated :  he  has  reference  to  what 

Obad.  i.  lo.  js  Written  I  read  Obadiah ;  for  thy  violence  against 
thy  brother  Jacob,  shame  shall  cover  thee,  and 
thou  shalt  be  cut  off  for  ever.  If  God  had  hated 
Esau,  and  ordained  Pharaoh  to  perish,  before  they 
were  born,  he  would  have  been  a  respefter  of  per- 
sons, which  is  contrary  to  the  apostle  Peter's  tes- 

A<fts  X.  34, 55.  timony  ;  of  a  truth,  I  perceive,  said  he,  that  God  is 
no  respecter  of  persons,  but  in  every  nation  he  that 
feareth  hijn,  and  worketh  righteousness,  is  accepted 
with  him.  Here  are  the  conditions  laid  down,  up- 
on which  all  people  may  be  accepted  of  God  ;  for 
we  believe,  as  it  is  the  will  of  God  that  all  men 
should  be  saved,  so  he  gives  to  every  man  a  day 
of  visitation,  in  which  he  inwardly  strives  with 
them,  by  his  Holy  Spirit,  to  reclaim  them.  He 
strove  long  with  the  people  in  the  old  world  ;    and 

Gen.  vl.  3-  -ijjg  l^or'd  said,  my  Spirit  shall  not  always  strive  with 
man,  for  that  he  also  is  flesh.  There  was  a  time  in 
which  they  might  have  been  saved,  but  they  would 
not  be  reclaimed  from  those  things  that  were  dis- 
pleasing to  him,  therefore  he  cut  them  off  in  his 
wrath;  and  there  was  also  a  time  in  which  the  in- 
habitants of  Jerusalem  might  have  been  gathered, 
but  they  would  not,  and  our  Saviour  wept  over 

Mat.  xxiii.  37,  them,  and  said,  O  Jerusalem!  Jerusalem!  thou  that 
klllest  the  prophets,  and  stonest  them  which  are  sent 
unto  thee,  how  often  would  I  have_  gathered  thy  chil- 
dren together,  even  as  a  hen  gathereth  her  chickens 
under  her  wings,  and  ye  would  not?  behold  your 
house  is  left  unto  you  des'-^ate !  Christ  did  not  say. 
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they  could  not  be  gathered,  but  said,  j^  would  not ; 
so  that  the  cause  why  they  were  not  gathered,  was 
not  in  the  Lord,  but  in  themselves:  but  if  God,  by 
a  secret  decree,  had  beforehand  determined  their 
destruftion,  why  should  he  have  sent  his  servants  to 
them,  in  order  that  they  might  be  gathered  ?  and  what 
will  people  make  of  our  Saviour's  weeping  over 
them,  if  they  were  before  ordained  inevitably  to 
perish?  I  wish  all  may  consider  these  things  serious- 
ly j  the  apostle  saith,  what  if  God,  willing  to  shew  ^o"*-  i^°  2^». 
his  wrath,  and  to  make  his  power  known,  endured 
with  much  long-suffering  the  vessels  of  wrath  fitted 
to  destrudion  ?  and  why  is  this  long  suffering,  but 
in  order  that  they  might  be  gained  upon  ?  why  was 
the  long-suffering  of  God,  which  waited  in  the  days  i  Pet.  iiy  ae. 
of  Noah,  while  the  Ark  was  preparing,  but  that 
they  might  be  reclaimed  from  their  wrong  doings? 
when  Pharaoh  had  refused  to  let  Israel  go,  and 
said,  who  is  the  Lord,  that  I  should  obey  his  voice,  ^^°^-  '*^'  ^* 
to  let  Israel  go?  Iknowmt,s2idih.Q,  the  Lord,  neither 
will  I  let  Israel  go;  then  we  read  that  the  Lord  said, 
/  will  harden  Pharaoh*s  heart,  and  multiply  my  signs  Exod.  vil.  3. 
and  my  wonders  in  the  land  of  Egypt.     And  the 
Lord  shewed  his  power  in  his  destruction,  as  he  Exod.  xiv.  23. 
did  in  the  destrudion  of  the  old  world  :  but  let 
it  be  considered,    that   they   brought  this    upon 
themselves,   by  their  rebelling  against  him;    for 
why  should  the  Lord  have  striven  with  the  old 
world,  if  he  had  determined  their  destrudion  be- 
fore hand  ?  friendly  reader,  I  desire  the  Lord  may 
open  thy  understanding  by  his  Holy  Spirit,  that  thou 
mayst  have  a  right  discerning  of  these  things;  Peter 
saith,  account  that  the  long-suffering  of  our  Lord  w^pet.  ni.  ir. 
salvation,  even  as  our  beloved  brother  Paul  also,  ac-^^' 
iording  to  the  wisdom  given  unto  him,  hath  written 
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wito  you  ;  as  also  in  all  his  Epistles^  speaking  in  them 
of  these  things  ;  in  which  are  some  things  hard  to  be 
understood,  which  thef  that  are  unlearned  and  un- 
stable, wrest,  as  they  do  also  the  other  Scriptures,  unto 
their  own  destruBion.  Peter  did  not  mean  that  it 
was  those  that  were  outwardly  unlearned,  that 
wrested  PauFs  words ;  for  we  read,  that  he  and 
John  were  both  said  to  be  unlearned  and  ignorant 

^(3:svi.  13.  men  ;  Now  when  they  saw  the  boldness  o/' Peter  and 
John,  and  perceived  that  they  were  unlearned  and 
ignorant  men,  they  marvelled  ;  and  they  took  knoW' 
ledge  of  them,  that  they  had  been  with  Jesus.  It  was 
then,  and  is  now,  such  as  are  unlearned  in  the 
School  of  Christ,  that  did  and  do  wrest  PauFs 
words ;  and  if  people  do  not  come  to  learn  of 
Christ,  it  is  no  wonder  if  they  put  wrong  and  gross 
constructions  upon  many  places  of  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures; but  although  this  place  hath  been  made  very 
ill  use  of  by  many,  the  apostle  Paul  doth  give  am- 
ple and  full  testimony  of  the  good  will  of  God  to 

%  Tim.  ii.  T,    mankind ;  /  exhort,  saith  he,  therefore,  that  first  of 

'^'  '^'  '*''  all,  supplications,  prayers,  intercessions,  and  giving 

of  thanks,  be  made  for  all  7nen  ;  for  kings,  and  for 
all  that  are  in  authority  ;  that  we  may  lead  a  quiet 
and  peaceable  life,  in  all  godliness  and  ho7iesty  ;  for 
this  is  good  and  acceptable  in  the  sight  of  God  our  Savi-^ 
our,  who  will  have  all  fuen  to  be  saved,  and  to  come 
.unto  the  knowledge  of  the  truth.  If  the  apostle  had 
believed,  that  a  part  of  mankind  were  ordained  to 
perish,  before  they  were  born,  he  would  not  have 
advised  Timothy  to  pray  for  all  men,  nor  have  told 
him,  that  it  was  the  will  of  God  that  all  men  should 
be  saved ;  so  that  if  any  man  perish,  as  is  before 

pseis.  xxxiii.    observed,  the  fault  is  in  himself;  say  unto  them,  as 
'^  '    '  "'   I  live,  saith  the  Lord  God,  I  have  ?io  pleasure  in  the 
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death  of  the  wicked;  but  that  the  wicked  turn  from 
his  way  and  live.     When  I  shall  say  to  the  righteous, 
that  he  shall  surely  live ;     if  he  trust  to  his  own 
righteousness,  and  commit  iniquity,  all  his  righteous- 
ness shall  not  be  remembered  ;  but  for  his  iniquity  that 
he  hath  committed,  he  shall  die  for  it.     Again,  when 
I  say  zinto  the  wicked,  thou  shalt  surely  die  ;  if  he  turn 
from  his  sin,  and  do  that  which  is  lawfid  and  right; 
if  the  wicked  restore  the  pledge,  give  again  that  he  had 
robbed,  walk  in  the  statutes  of  life,  without  co7nmitting 
iniquity,  he  shall  surely  live,    he  shall  not  die.      I 
wish  that  all  might  seriously  consider  this,  and  that 
all  who  think  they  stand  and  are  secure,  may  take 
heed  lest  they  fall;  and  that  they  who  have  gone 
into  evil  things,  may  be  encouraged  to  turn  to  the 
Lord,  by  true  repentance  and  amendment  of  life> 
that  they  may  find  mercy  at  his  hand,  as  the  prophet 
«aith,  let  the  wicked  forsake  his  way,  and  the  unrigh-  ifa.  Iv.  7. 
ieous  man  his  thoughts  j  and  let  him  return  unto  the 
Lord,  and  he  will  have  mercy  upon  him,  and  to  our  God, 
for  he  will  abundantly  pardon.     We  are  not  of  their 
mind  that  say,  once  in  grace  and  ever  in  grace,  or 
that  the  least  degree  of  true  and  saving  grace  can- 
not be  fallen  from:  but  we  believe  men  may  now, 
as  some  of  old  did,  make  shipwreck  of  faith  and  of  a 
good  conscience;  and  from  what  is  before  said  it 
is  plain,  that  a  righteous  man  may  turn  from  his 
righteousness,  therefore  it  is  good  for  all  to  be 
watchful;  what  I  say  unto  you,  said  Christ  to  his  MaikxiJi,  37. 
followers,  /  say  unto  all,  watch.     No  man  is  longer 
safe  than  whilst  he  is  upon  his  watch.    It  was  when 
David  and  Peter  were  off  their  watch,  that  they 
fell,  and  the  miscarriages  that  are  among  the  chil- 
dren of  men,  are  owing  to  their  unwatchfulness  ; 
not  but  that  we  believfe  the  grace  and  good  Spirit 
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of  Cod  is  sufficient  to  keep  men  from  falling  and 
sinning,  and  out  of  all  evil  and  hurtful  things,  as 
they  take  heed  unto  it;  unto  which  grace,  friend- 
ly reader,  I  commend  thee  for  safety  and  preser-r 
vation. 


A' 


2.    CONCERNING  THE   HOLY   SCRIPTURES*. 

LTHOUGH  some  have  misrepresented  us,  as 
though  we  undervalued  or  disesteemed  the 
Holy  Scriptures  of  the  old  and  new  Testament,  yet 
we  do  bless  the  Lord,  and  have  great  cause  so  to 
do,  that  the  excellent  counsel  therein  contained, 
which  proceeded  from  the  Spirit  of  God,  is  preser- 
ved upon  record  to  this  day;  and  it  is  a  great  fa- 
vour that  we  live  under  a  Government,  where  we 
have  the  liberty  to  read  them,  this  being  a  privi- 
lege that  many  called  Christians  are  deprived  of,  in 
some  other  countries ;  and  I  wish  that  all  would  be 
frequent  in  reading  of  them:  The  apostle  Paul 
%  Tim.  iii.  15,  commcudcd  Timothy,  in  that  from  a  child  he  had 
36,,  17-  known  the  Holy  Scriptures,  which,  saith  he,  are  able 

to  make  thee  wise  unto  Salvation,  through  faith,  which 
is  in  Christ  Jesus.  All  Scripture,  given  by  inspiration 
of  God,  is  profitable  for  dodrine,  for  reproof,  for 
correSlion,  for  instru6lion  in  righteousness,  that  the 
man  of  God  may  be  perfed,  thoroughly  furnished  un- 
John  V.  39, 40.  ^^  ^^^  ^ood  works.  Search  the  Scriptures,  saith 
Christ,  for  in  them  ye  think  ye  have  eternal  life, 
and  they  are  they  which  testify  of  me,  and  ye  will  not 
come  to  me  that  ye  might  have  life.  They  are  great- 
ly to  be  valued,  in  that  they  testify  of  Christ,  in 
whom  there  is  power  to  give  men  vidory  over  their 
corruptions  and  passions,  and  enable  them  to  do 
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the  will  of  God.   We  read  that  Christ  came  unio  his  J°^"  ^-  ^*'  ^=- 
own^  and  his  own  received  him  not  ;  but  as  many  as 
received  him,  to  them  gave  he  power  to  become  the  sons 
of  God.     They  that  receive  Christ  by  his  Spirit  in- 
to their  hearts,  they  receive  power ;  for  Christ's 
Spirit  is  a  Christianas  strength  :  /  can  do  all  things,  Phil.  iv.  it. 
saith  the  apostle,  through  Christ,  which  strengthen- 
eth  7ne.     We  read,  that  no  prophecy  of  the  Scripture  ^  Peter  i.  ac, 
is  of  atiy  private  interpretation  ;  for  the  prophecy 
came  not  in  old  time  by  the  will  of  man  ;  but  holy  men 
of  God  spake  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost. 
Now  we  say,  the  most  true  interpreter  of  the  Holy 
Scripture,  is  the  Holy  Ghost,  or  Spirit,  from  which 
they  did  proceed;  we  read,  that  the  natural  man  i  Cor.  ii.  i^^. 
receives  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  neither 
can  he  know  them,  saith  the  text,  and  there  is  a 
strong  reason  laid  down  for  it,   because  they  are 
spiritually  discerned  ;  they  are  beyond  his  reach  and 
comprehension  ;  For  what  man  knoweth  the  things  ^  Cor,  ii.  n. 
of  a  man,  save  the  spirit  of  a  man  which  is  in  him;  even 
so  the  things  of  God  knoweth  no  man,  but  the  Spirit  of 
God.     This  is  the  key  which  opens  the  mysteries  of 
the  kingdom  of  God  to  men  :  I  take  this  to  be  the 
great  reason  why  there  are  such  great  mistakes  about 
religion,  and  why  many  put  such  gross  constructions 
upon  m.any  parts  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  as  they 
do,  because  they  do  not  come  to  that  divine  Spirit 
which  gives  a  right  and  true  understanding  j    as 
Elihu  said,  there  is  a  spirit  in  man,  and  the  inspira- 
tion of  the  Almighty  giveth  the?n  understanding.    Till  Job.  xxxii.  8C 
men  come  to  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  in  themselves, 
they  can  neither  know  God,  nor  the  things  of  God; 
for  we  read,  that  no  man  knoweth  the  Father  save  the 
Son  and  he  to  whomsoever  the  Son  will  reveal  him.  j^^t.  u,  %j. 
Now  if  revelation  was  ceased,  as  some  do  imagine 
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it  IS,  what  a  sad  condition  would  mankind  be  m  ^ 
I  Cor.  i.  21.  for  we  read,  the  world  by  wisdom  knows  not  God  ; 
there  is  no  knowledge  of  God,  but  by  the  revela- 
tion of  his  Son ;  and  it  is  as  men  come  to  have  an 
inward  knowledge  of  God,  that  they  come  to  have 
a  right  understanding  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  which 
proceeded  from  the  good  Spirit  of  God  ;  where- 
fore we  highly  value  them;  though  it  is  to  be  feared, 
some  called  Christians  do  disbelieve  many  of  the 
great  truths  therein  contained  ;  for  I  believe  that 
a  man,  through  often  rebelling  against  the  Holy 
Spirit  of  God  in  himself,  may  arrive  to  such  a  de- 
gree of  wickedness,  that  he  may  rejed  the  Scrip- 
tures, and  count  them  but  fables ;  and  may  be  so  far 
from  owning  of  any  thing  of  God  in  man,  as  to  de- 
ny the  Lord  that  bought  him,  and,  according  to 
Fsalm  xiv.  1.  he  may  say  in  his  heart,  there  is  no 
Cod.  It  is  the  work  of  the  enemy  of  all  righteous- 
ness, to  persuade  men  there  is  no  God,  and  that 
the  Scriptures  are  but  a  fidion,  and  that  men  are 
not  accountable  for  their  words  or  actions,  and 
that  there  are  no  future  rewards  and  punishments ; 
that  they  might  walk  at  large,  and  take  their  full 
swing  in  wickedness.  It  is  greatly  to  be  desired, 
if  there  be  any  such  now  living,  whose  day  of  mercy 
is  not  wholly  over,  that  have  arrived  to  such  a  de- 
gree of  hardness  and  wickedness  as  this  is,  that  they 
may  be  brought  to  a  sense  of  their  iniquity  and  er- 
ror, and  be  so  truly  humbled  in  soul  because  there- 
of, that,  if  possible,  they  might  find  mercy  at  the 
Lord's  har.d.  The  better  Christian  that  any  man  is, 
the  more  true  and  real  value  he  has  fpr  the  Holy 
Scriptures. 
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S.    CONCERNING     WORSHIP. 

"E  live  in  a  tinia  In  which  there  is  great  dif- 
ference even  among  those  called  Christians, 
about  religion  and  the  worship  of  God.   Difference     ' 
about  religion  and  the  worship  of  God  is  no  new 
thing  ;   the  Jews  and  Samaritans  differed  to  such  a  john  iv.  9. 
degree,  that  it  seems  they  did  not  deal  with  one  an- 
other.    It  is  very  much  amiss,  where  religion  sours 
people,  and  makes  them  rigid,  and  bitter  one  a- 
gainst  another.  Christianity  is  love^  and  he  that  is 
a  Christian  in  his  heart,  is  full  of  pity  and  good  will 
to  them  that  are  under  a  mistake  in  matters  of  reli- 
gion ;  and  the  worst  that  he  wishes  for  all  such,  is, 
that  the  Lord  may  dire6l  them  right;  for  they  that 
have  the  mind  of  Christ,  would  not  have  any  soul 
to  err,  either  in  faith  or  pradice.    Our  Saviour,  in    . 
his  discourse  with  the  woman  of  Samaria^  has  clear- 
ly described  the  true  and  spiritual  worship  ;     But  johniv.  43,240 
the  hour  cometh  and  now  is,  when  the  true  worship- 
pers shall  worship  the  Father  in  Sj^irit  and  in  truth  ; 
for  the  Father  seeketh  such  to  worship  him.  God  is  a 
Spirit,  and  they  that  worship  him,  must  worship  him 
in  spirit  and  in  truth.  Now,  we  believe,  that  as  God 
is  a  Spirit,  he  may  be  truly  worshipped,  as  we  are 
gathered  in  his  Spirit,  though  there  be  not  a  word 
outwardly  spoken  among  us ;  as  Christ  said,  where  Mat.  xviii.  30. 
two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  my  name,  there 
am  I  in  the  midst  of  them;  and  the  holy  prophet  saith,  ifa.  xl  31. 
they  that  wait  upon  the  Ford,    shall  renew    their 
strength  :  they  shall  mount  up  with  wings  as  eagles  ; 
they  shall  run  and  not  he  weary  ;  and  they  shall  walk, 
and  7iot  faint.     Although  I  believe  a  great  many 
D 
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pious  good  Christians  can  say,  as  they  have  waited 
humbly  upon  the  Lord,  in  true  silence  of  all  flesh, 
with  their  minds  truly  staid  upon  him,  they  have 
enjoyed  that  divine  comfort  which  has  been  beyond 
what  they  could  express  in  words  ;  yet  this  of  silent 
waiting  is  a  great  mystery  to  many  people.  There  is 
a  divine  teacher  near  men,  even  in  their  own  hearts, 
which  is  sufficient  to  teach  them,  as  they  take  heed 
thereto.  It  is  to  be  feared,  that  many  people  too 
much  depend  upon  the  teachings  of  men,  and  neg- 

s  John  a.  27.  i^Q-  ^^i^  divinc  teacher  in  themselves  ;  but  the  an- 
ointing which  ye  have  received  of  him,  ahideth  in  you; 
and  ye  need  not  that  any  man  teach  you,  but  as  the 
same  anointing  teacheth  you  of  all  things,  and  is  truth^ 
and  is  no  lie;  and  even  as  it  hath  taught  you,  ye  shall 
abide  in  him.  Now  we  understand  the  holy  man 
here,  to  speak  in  a  large  sense  ;  he  told  them,  that 
they  needed  not  that  any  man  taught  them,  but 
as  the  same  anointing  taught  them,  ^c.  We  do 
very  much  own  outward  preaching  and  praying, 
where  it  proceeds  from  this  divine  anointing.  If  it 
please  God  to  speak  by  this  through  any  instru- 
ments, whether  male  or  female,  we  believe  there 
should  be  liberty  amongst  us,  for  every  one  to 
speak  as  he  requires  it  of  them;   for  ye  may  all 

t  Cor  x"v.  31,  prophesy  one  by  one,  that  all  may  learn,  and  all  may 

3*  be  comforted  ;  and  the  spirits  of  the  prophet ?  are  sub- 

jed  to  the  prophets.     And  they  were  all  filled  with 

/.a.ii.  4-  the  'Holy  Ghost,  and  began  to  speak  with  other 
tongues,  as  the  Spirit  gave  them  utterance.  We 
believe  the  true  preaching  and  praying,    is   that 

Rom.  viii.  26.  which  proceeds  irom  the  Holy  Spirit ;  we  know 
not  what  we  should  pray  for  as  we  ought.,  but  the 
Spirit  itself  maketh  intercession  for  us,  with  groanings 

■  Cor.  xiv.  ij.  'which  cannot  be  uttered.     I  will  pray  with  the  Spirit^^ 
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md I ivill  pray  ivhh  the  understanding  also;  I  will 
sing  with  the  Spirit^  and  I  will  sing  with  the  under- 
standing also. 

This  is  the  preaching,  and  praying,  and  singing, 
•which  we  own,  that  is  by  the  diredion  and  assist- 
ance of  the  Holy  Spirit.     Now  some  being  against 
women's  speaking  in  the  church,    urge  what  the 
apostle   saith,    let  your  women  keep  silence    in  the  i  Cor.  xiv.  34, 
churches,  for  it  is  not  permitted  unto  them  to  speak  ; 
hut  they  are  commanded  to  he  under  obedience,  as  also 
saith  the  law.     And  if  they  will  learn  any  thing,  let 
them  ask  their  husbands  at  home  ;  for  it  is  a  shame  for 
women  to  speak  in  the  church.      Let  the  women  learn  ^  -^jj^^ :;,  j^ 
in  silence  zvith  all  subjeciion  ;  but  I  suffer  not  a  woman  ^2- 
to  teach,  nor  to  usurp  authority  over  the  man,  but  to  he 
in  silence.     We  do  not  take  this  to  be  a  prohibiting 
holy  women  to  speak,  whom  the  Lord  calls  there- 
to ;   and  I  think  it  would  be  ver}''  much  amiss  to  say, 
that  the  apostle  Faul  was  against  holy  women  speak- 
ing, whom  God  called  to  speak ;  but  such  trouble- 
some and  unruly  women  as  disturbed  the  church 
by  their  questions,  and  usurped  authority  over  the 
man,  which  he  was  against,  we  are  against.     If 
the  apostle  Faul  had  been   against   holy  women 
praying  and  prophesying,  why  should  he  lay  down 
a  rule  how  they  ought  to  behave  themselves  when 
they  pray  or  prophesy  ?  but  every  woman  that  pray-  j  ^or.  4.  5. 
eth  or  prophesieth  with  her  head  uncovered,  disho- 
noiireth  her  head.     And  he  commends  to  the  be- 
lievers divers  good  women.     /  commend  unto  you 
Phebe  our  sister,  which  is  a  servant  of  the  church.  Rom.  xvi.  i  to 
All  good  ministers  of  Jesus  Christ  are  servants  to  ^■^' 
the  church.     And  he  advised  his  true  yoke-fellow, 
to  help  those  women  which  laboured  with  him  in  the 
Gospel ;  so  that  he  v/as  an  encourager  of  holy  wo-  phujp  iv.  3. 


28  A  SERIOUS  CALL  IN  CHRISTIAN  LOVE    ■ 

tnen  that  laboiired  in  the  Gospel :  we  read,  that 

i.uke  11.37,38.  Jnna  spoke  in  the  temple,  and  she  was  a  widow  of 
about  fourscore  and  four  years ^  which  departed  not 
from  the  temple^  hut  served  God  with  fastings  and 
prayers^  night  and  day.  And  she,  co?ning  in  that 
instant,  gave  thanks  likewise  unto  the  Lord,  and 
spake  of  him  to  all  them  that  looked  for  redemption  in 
Jerusalem.  And  we  read,  that  Philip  the  evan- 
gelist had  four  daughters,  virgins,  and  they  did  all 
prophesy.       And  Joel  also  prophesied   that  God 

Aa3ii.i6,  17,  ^vQul(j  pQuj.  forth  of  his  Spirit,  E5V.  But  this  is 
that,  saith  Peter,  which  was  spoken  by  the  prophet 
Joel ;  and  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  the  last  days,  saith 
God,  I  will  pour  out  of  my  Spirit  upon  all  flesh  :  and 
your  sons  and  your  daughters  shall  prophesy  ^  and  your 
young  men  shall  see  visions,  and  your  old  men  shall 
dream  dreams  ;  and  on  my  servants,  and  on  my  hand- 
maids, I  will  pour  out  in  those  days  of  my  Spirit,  and 
they  shall  prophesy.  Now  although  prophesying  is 
several  times  taken  in  the  Scripture  for  foretelling 

jer.  sxi.  things  to  come  ;  read  Jeremiah,  and  several  other 

prophecies  of  the  prophets  ;   yet  it  is  also  taken  for 

I  Cor.  xiv,  3,   edifying  the  church  ;   but  he  that  prophesieth,  speak- 

■*'  eth  unto  men  to  edification,  and  exhortation,  and  com- 

fort. He  that  speaketh  in  an  unknown  tongue,  edifi- 
eth  Jmnself ;  hut  he  that  prophesieth,  edifieth  the 
church,     Mary  was  sent  by  Christ  to  declare  of  his 

John  XX.  17.  resurreftion,  Jesus  saith  unto  her,  touch  me  not,  for- 
I  am  not  yet  ascended  to  my  Father  ;  but  go  to  tny  bre- 
thren, and  say  unto  the?n,  I  ascend  unto  my  Father 
and  your  Father,  and  to  my  God  and  your  God.  And 
the  woman  of  Samaria  was  instrumental  to  bring 
many  of  her  neighbours  to  believe  in  Christ ;  she 

johniv.  29.39.  said,  cofne  see  a  man  which  told  me  all  that  ever  I  did: 
is  not  this  the  Christ  ?  and  many  of  the  Samaritans  of 
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ihflt  City  believed  on  him^  for  the  saying  of  the  ivoinan, 
which  testified^  he  told  me  all  that  ever  I  did.     Now 
it  is  to  Christ,  as  he  inwardly  appears  in  men's 
hearts  by  his  light  and  Spirit,  that  we  desire  all 
may  come.     It  is  he  that  shews  men  when  they  do 
amiss.     Christ  w^ithin,    which  is  the  hope  of  the  coi.  i.  z;^ 
saints  glory,  is  a  great  mystery  to  many  people. 
When  it  pleased  God,  saith  the  apostle  Paul,  to  re-  Gal.  i.  15. 16. 
veal  his  Son  in  me,  thai  I  might  preach  him  among 
the  Heathen  ;  immediately  I  conferred  not  with  flesh  ■ 
and  blood :    here  was  the  Son  of  God  revealed  in 
him.     Now  that  all  may  have  a  right  understand- 
ing of  the  things  of  God,  we  desire  that  they  may 
come  to  him  that  hath  the  key  of  David,  that  opens 
the  niysteries  of  the  kingdom  of  God  to  men. 


4.    CONCERNING    BAPTISM. 

E CAUSE  of  our  disuse  of  water-baptism,  andi 
bread  and  wine,  we  have  been  very  hardly 
spoke  of,  as  though  we  denied  the  ordinances  of 
Jesus  Christ ;  v/hereas  there  is  no  people  that  I 
know  of,  that  do  more  truly  own  the  necessity  of 
believing  and  being  baptized  than  we  do  ;  but  we 
do  not  understand  it  to  be  only  an  historical  belief 
of  the  conception  and  birth,  and  hfe  and  miracles, 
and  also  of  the  death  and  sufferings,  and  resurreftion 
and  ascension  of  Christ,  or  a  being  outwardly  bap- 
tized with  water,  that  v/ill  entitle  men  to  Salvati- 
on ;  for  we  read,  that  Simon  the  sorcerer  believed^  Adis.  vi; 
and  was  baptized,  and  yet  he  was  so  far  trom  be- 
ing in  a  state  of  Salvation,  that  Peter  saith  to  him, 
J  perceive  that  thou  art  in  the  gall  of  bitterness,  and 
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hi  the  bond  of  iniquity.  But  lest  any  should  be  un- 
der a  mistake,  and  take  the  baptism  of  water  to  be 
the  one  essential  and  saving  baptism,  hear  the  apos- 

21,  -ui- 20,  {[q  p^f^f.  .  when  once  the  long-suffering  of  God  waited 
in  the  days  of  Noah,  %uhile  the  Ark  was  preparing^ 
wherein  few,  that  is,  eight  soids  were  saved  by  water. 
The  antitype  whereof^  even  baptism^  doth  also  now 
save  us  ;  not  the  putting  away  the  Jilth  of  the  Jlesh, 
[mark  that]  but  the  answer  of  a  good  conscience  to- 
wards God,  by  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ.  Now 
it  is  the  baptism  of  Christ,  by  his  Spirit,  that  brings 
men  to  that ;  for  it  is  plain,  from  the  instance  of 
^  Simon  before  noted,  that  a  man  may  believe,  and 
be  baptized  with  water,  and  be  so  far  from  having 
the  answer  of  a  good  conscience,  that  he  may  be 
in  the  Gall  of  bitterness  and  in  the  bond  of  iniquity y 
which  is  the  very  reverse  of  Christianity.  A  great 
many  take  the  commission  in  the  28th  of  Matthew^ 

Mat.xx^iii.  19.  to  be  a  commission  for  water-baptism  ;  go  ye,  there- 
fore, and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the 
name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  Now  here  is  no  mention  of  water.  Is  it 
not  reasonable  to  siippose,  that  if  our  dear  Lord 
had  intended  that  they  should  baptize  with  water, 
that  he  would  have  expressly  mentioned  it.  Al- 
though the  apostle  Paul  was  not  inferior  to  the 

I  (gor.  I.  14,  chief  of  the  apostles,  he  saith,  /  thank  God  that 

15, 16,17.  J  [baptized  none  of  you,  but  Crispus  and  Gaius  ;  lest 
any  shoiddsay,  that  I  had  baptized  in  mine  own  name ^ 
and  I  baptized  also  the  hous hold  of  Stephem^s ;  besides^ 
I  know  not  whether  I  baptized  any  other;  for  Christ 
sent  me  not  to  baptize,  but  to  preach  the  Gospel.  So 
that  what  he  did  in  that  case,  was  by  way  of  conde- 

Adis.  xvi.  3  &  ccension,  as  in  the  case  of  circumcising  Timothy,  and 
goirg  into  the  temple,  and  purifying  himself.     It 
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would  be  a  weak  thing  to  plead  for  these  thmgs 
now,  because  the  apostle  pra6lised  them.  Doth 
it  therefore  follow,  that  water-baptism  should  be 
pradised  now,  because  the  apostle  Paul,  by  way 
of  condescension,  praftised  it  ?  for  if  he  took  that 
commission.  Mat.  xxviii.  19.  to  be  a  commission 
for  him  to  baptize  with  outward  water,  v/e  may 
safely  conclude,  that  he  would  not  have  thanked 
God  that  he  had  done  him  so  little  service.  We 
do  not  deny,  but  that  some  other,  of  the  apostles 
did  also,  by  way  of  condescension,  praftise  water- 
baptism  ;  but  that  they  were  commanded  to  bap- 
tize with  water  in  that  commission,  I  think  will  be 
too  hard  for  any  body  to  prove.  It  is  possible  some  HaLxx^-iii.  lo. 
may  be  ready  to  say,  it  must  needs  be  meant  of  wa- 
ter; because,  say  they,  no  man  can  baptize  with  the 
Spirit,  or  into  the  power  and  Spirit  of  Christ :  we 
freely  own,  that  no  man,  as  he  is  a  man,  by  his  own 
power,  can  do  this ;  neither  can  any  man  by  his 
own  power,  as  he  is  man,  heal  the  sick,  cleanse  the  Mat.  x,  8. 
lepers,  raise  the  dead,  cast  out  demls ;  and  yet  we  find  '  , 
the  disciples  were  commanded  to  do  these  things. 
And  by  the  sam.e  power,  by  which  they  did  cast 
out  many  devils,  and  healed  the  sick,  l^c.  they 
were  instrumental  to  baptize  men  into  the  name 
and  power  of  Christ.  And  I  as  began  to  speak,  saith  a61sxi.  ijr,i6. 
Peter,  the  Holy  Ghost  fell  on  them,  as  on  us  at  the 
beginning.  Then  remembered  I  the  word  of  the 
Lord,  how  that  he  said,  John  indeed  baptized  with 
water,  but  ye  shall  be  baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghost. 
At  the  great  meeting  we  read  of  in  the  second  of 
Ads,  verse  the  4th,  it  is  said,  they  were  all  filled  with 
the  Holy  Ghost,  and  began  to  speak  with  other  tongues 
as  the  Spirit  gave  them  utterance  ;  yet  some  of  the 
multitude  mocked,    and  were  so  ignorant  of  the 
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'Operation  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  they  said,  verse 
13,  ihese  ?nen  are  full  of  new  tuine  :  but  Peter  stand- 
ing up  with  the  eleven^  lifted  up  his  voice,  and  said 
unto  them,  ye  men  o/"  judah,  and  all  ye  that  dwell  at 
Jerusalem,  be  this  known  unto  you,  and  hearken  to 
my  words  ;  for  these  are  not  drunken,  as  ye  sup- 
pose, seeing  it  is  but  the  third  hour  of  the  day.  But 
this  is  that  which  was  spoken  of  by  the  prophet  Joel, 
'bfc.  It  is  hard  to  make  men  sensible  of  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  of  the  Spiritual  bap- 
^  tism,  while  they  are  strangers  to  the  Spirit  in  therii- 
selves  ;  but  if  it  could  be  proved,  that  the  disciples, 
in  that  commission,  were  commanded  to  baptize 
with  or  in  water,  which  I  believe  cannot  be  done  j 
how  will  they  that  are  for  the  sprinkling  of  in- 
fants, prove  their  practice  from  that  commission, 
go  teach  all  nations,  &c.  for  they  are  not  capable  of 
being  taught.  As  to  what  is  urged  of  the  jailor, 
and  all  his,  and  whole  families  being  baptized ; 
there  is  no  account  that  there  were  any  infants  bap- 
tized in  any  of  them.  There  is  abundance  of  fa- 
milies now,  as  (we  may  reasonably  suppose)  there 
were  then,  in  which  there  are  no  little  children. 
As  to  that  of  our  Saviour,  where  he  saith,  suffer 

Mat.  XIX.  14.  l•^^^lQ  children,  and  forbid  them  not,  to  come  unto  me, 
for  of  such  is  the  kingdom,  it  cannot  be  proved  from 
Scripture,  that  he  baptized  any  of  them  in,  or  with 
'  water.  But  as  to  this  practice  of  sprinkling  infants, 
it  is  so  much  without  foundation  in  the  Scripture, 
that  a  great  many  people,  who  are  not  of  our  so- 
ciety, do  not  hold  it  or  own  it.  The  v/ay  rightly 
to  understand  this  commission,  is  to  come  to  that 
Spirit  by  which  it  was  given  forth.     Many  urge, 

Luke  ii.  ai.      that  our  Saviour  was  baptized  of  John ;  he  was  al- 
so circumcised  5  doth  it  therefore  follow  that  ws 
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must  b6  circumcised,  because  he  was  circumcised-? 
For  as  he  was  born  under  the  law,  he  fulfilled  the 
law,  and  be  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteousness-  Rom.  x.  4. 
sdke,  to  all  them  that  believe.  "When  Christ  came 
to  John  to  be  baptized  of  him,  John,  forbade  him, 
saying,  /  have  need  to  be  baptized  of  thee.  Here,  /( hn  Mat.  in.  i  -,,  14, 
the  baptist,  who  was  the  administrator  of  water- 
bap  I'sm,  was  sensible  that  he  had  need  to  be  bap- 
tized of  Christ,  with  the  baptism  of  the  Holy- 
Ghost:  Si/ffer  it  to  be  so  now,  said  Christ,  for  thus  Verfe  15. 
//  becometh  us  to  fulfil  all  righteousness :  so  that  he 
fulfilled  the  righteousness  of  John's  dispensation. 
John  has  very  clearly  and  excellently  distinguished 
his  baptism  of  water,  from  the  baptism  of  Christ, 
with  the  Holy  Ghost ;  /  indeed  baptize  you  with  wa-  Mat.  IH.  u,  ta, 
ter  unto  repentance,  but  he  that  cometh  after  me,  is 
mightier  than.  I,  whose  shoes  I  a?n  not  worthy  to  bear ; 
he  shall  baptize  you  with  the  Holy  Ghost  and  with  fire: 
whose  fan  is  in  his  hand,  and  he  %vlll  thoroughly  purge 
his  floor,  and  gather  his  wheat  into  the  garner,  but  he 
will  burn  up  the  chaff  vjith  unquenchable  fire.  This 
is  the  messenger  of  the  covenant,  the  prophet 
speaks  of.  The  Lord  whom  ye  seek,  shall  suddenly  Mai  in.  r.Ssj. 
c^me  to  his  temple  ;  even  the  messenger  of  the  covenant, 
whom  ye  delight  in  ;  behold  he  shall  come,  sailh  the 
Lord  of  Hosts ;  but  who  may  abide  the  day  of  his  coming, 
and,  who  shall  stand  when  he  appear eth?  for  he  is 
like  a  refiner'' s  fire,  and  like  fuller'' s  soap  :  and  he 
shall  sit  as  a  refiner  and  purifier  cf  silver,  and  he 
shall  purify  the  sons  ofl^Qvi,  and  purge  them  as  gold 
and  silver,  thai  they  may  offer  unto  the  Lord  an  of 
fering  in  righteousness.  For  this  end  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  is  come  into  the  hearts  of  men,  by  his  Spirit, 
to  purge  them  from  their  dross,  and  waph  them 
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from  their  uncleanness,  that  so  they  may  be  fitted 
for  that  kingdom,  into  which  nothing  that  is  unclean 
can  enter.  This  is  the  washing  which  will  avail,  for 
men  to  know  their  hearts  to  be  washed  from  wick- 
edness ;  as  it  was  said  to  Jerusalem^  wash  thy  heart 
from  wickedness.  The  apostle  Faulm  his  epistle  to  the 

Eph.  iv.  5.  Ephesians  saith,  there  is  one  Lord,  one  faith,  one  bap- 
tism. John,  as  is  before  observed,  has  distinguish- 
ed very  plainly  between  his  baptism  with  water,  and 
the  baptism  of  Christ  with  the  Holy  Ghost.  Now 
what  we  desire  is,  that  ail  might  come  to  the  bap» 
tism  of  the  Spirit,  which  the  apostle  and  primitive 

1  Cor.  xii.  13.  Christians  witnessed,  who  coiald  say,  by  one  Spirit 
are  we  all  baptized  infa  one  body,  whether  we  be 
Jezus  or  Gentiles,  whether  we  be  bond  or  free  ;  and 
have  been  all  made  to  drink  ijitoojie  Spirit:  (this  is  the 

Gal.  iii.  27.  one  baptism.)  For  as  many 'of  you  as  have  been  baptized 
into  Christ,  have  put  on  Christ.  Now  this  is  the 
sum  of  all,  for  men  to  put  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
the  new  and  heavenly  man  ;  then  they  will  witness 
inward  communion  with  the  Lord. 

But  why  are  many  of  our  sober  neighbours  so 
strenuous  for  water-baptism,  and  yet  negieft  to 
v/ash  one  another's  feet ;  when,  as  we  read,  John 
xiii.  verse  1,  to  14,  that  our  Saviour  washed  the 
disciples'  feet ;  and  he  told  them,  that  he  had  given 
them  an  example,  that  as  he  had  done  to  them,  so 
they  should  do  to  one  another :  Now  here  is  both 
example  and  precept  for  this  ;  and  if  we  ask  many 
sober  people,  why  they  are  not  in  the  praf^ice  of 
this,  I  persume  many  would  be  ready  to  answer, 
that  they  look  upon  it  to  be  but  an  outward  and  vi- 
sible sign,  by  which  our  Saviour  shewed  his  follow- 
,  ers  that  they  ought  to  serve  one  another,  and  be 
ready  to  do  the  meanest  ofiices  of  love,  if  need  re- 
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quire  :  and  that  they  do  not  hold  the  ceremonious  ' 
part  of  washing  one  another's  feet  to  be  obligatory 
upon  them,  as  long  as  they  come  to  the  Spiritual 
part  of  what  was  thereby  signified,  although  we  find 
that  this  was  praftised  by  our  Saviour.  Now  why 
they  should  lay  such  stress  upon  water-baptism, 
which  we  cannot  find  was  ever  practised  by  our  Sa- 
viour, and  drop  this,  deserves  their  serious  consi- 
deration :  but  as  we  disuse  water-baptism,  so  we  do 
also  disuse  the  ceremonious  part  of  washing  one 
another's  feet,  being  sensible,  that  they  who  are 
come  to  the  spiritual  part  of  v/hat  was  thereby  sig- 
nified, are  come  to  the  end  of  the  ou^vvard  and  visi^ 
ble  signs. 


5-     CONCERNING   THE    SUPPER. 

LTHOUGH  we  disuse  the  outward  bread  and 
wine,  we  do  very  truly  own  the  spiritual 
supper  of  the  Lord,  which  is  spoken  of  in  the  Re- 
gulations. Behold  I  stand  at  the  door  and  knock  ;  ifp^tv  ili.  20. 
iiny  man  hear  my  voice^  and  open  the  door,  I  zuill 
cofiie  in  to  him,  and  will  sup  with  hiin,  and  he  with 
me.     It  is  what  we  desire,  that  all  religious  well- 
minded  people,  who   conscientiously  receive  the 
outward  bread  and  wine,  may  open  the  door  of  their 
hearts,  and  receive  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  by  his 
Spirit,  that  so  they  may  know  an  inward  supping 
with  him  in  his  kingdom :  for  we  read,  the  king- 
dom of  God  Cometh  not  with  observation,  neither  shall  L^te  xvii.  ac. 
they  say,  lo  here,  or  lo  there,  for  behold  the  king-  '^' 
dom  of  God  is  within  you.     I  will  not  leave  you  com-  John  xiv.  18. 
fortlcss,  (said  Christ  our  Lord)  /  will  come  to  you. 
But  I  say  unto  you,  I  will  not  drink  henceforth  of  this  Mat.  xxvi.  25. 
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fruit  of  the  vine,  iihiil  that  day  when  I  drink  it  new 
•Lvith  you  in  my  Father^ s  ki?igdom. 

John  xiv.  17.  ^^  dwelkth  ivith  you,  and  shall  be  in  you.  And 
in  that  excellent  prayer,  he  saith  to  his  Father,  / 
in  them,  and  thou  in  me,  that  they  may  he  made  per- 

John  xvii.  33.  fed:  in  one,  and  that  the  world  may  know  that  thou 
hast  sent  me,  and  hast  loved  them,  as  thou  hast  loved 
me.  We  bear  testimony  to  the  coming  of  Christ 
by  his  spirit  into  men's  hearts  ;  and  they  that  have 
known  him  to  wash  them  thoroughly  by  the  water 
of  regeneration,  will  know  inward  communion  with 
the  Lord,  as  the  good  Christians  of  old  knew  ;  that 
I  John  i.  3.  ivhich  we  have  seen,  and  heard,  declare  we  unto  you, 
that  ye  also  may  have  fellowship  ^vlfh  us  ;  and  truly  our 
fellowship  is  with  the  Father,  and  with  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ.  They  v/ere  people  of  blessed  experience  ; 
and  it  is  what  we  desire,  that  the  children  of  men 
might  come  to  v/itness  this  in  themselves  ;  for  they 
that  are  come  to  have  fellowship  with  the  Father, 
and  with  the  Son,  are  come  to  the  end  of  the  out- 
<wardbr-3ad  and  wine,  even  to  the  glory  of  the  gospel 
dispensation,  v/hich  is  a  dispensation  of  enjoyment : 
.  for  as  men  are  inwardly  reconciled,  and  brought 
into  favour  with  God,  they  come  to  know>  a  feed- 
ing on  that  divine  and  living  bread  which  comes  down 
from  Heaven ;  /  am  (said  Christ)  the  living  bread 

John  vi.jr,  56-  which  came  down  fro?n  heaven  ;  if  any  man  eat  of 
this  bread,  he  shall  live  for  ever  ;  and  the  bread  that 
I  will  give,  is  my  flesh,  which  I  will  give  for  the  life  of 
the  world.  He  that  cateih  my  fesh,  and  drinketh  my 
blood,  dwelleth  in  me,  and  I  in  him.  It  is  as  men 
witness  this,  that  they  can  speak  from  their  own 
experience,  what  a  blessed  thing  it  is  to  have  in- 
ward communion  with  Christ.  It  is  the  great  bless- 
ing of  v/isdom's  diikiren,  that  she  brings  them  to 
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the  substance  ;  Head  in  the  way  of  righteousness^  in 
the  ?nidst  of  the  paths  of  judgment,  that  I  may  cause  p™-  ^v"--  -lOi 
those  that  love  vie  to  inherit  substance  ;  and  I  will  fill 
their  treasures.  Reader,  this  is  what  is  desired  for 
thee,  that  thou  mayest  come  to  the  substance,  that 
so  thou  mayest  know  a  feeding  on  that  divine  and 
spiritual  bread  which  can  only  satisfy  the  soul,  and 
a  drinking  of  the  wine  of  the  kingdom  ;  but  it  is 
hard  to  make  the  natural  man  sensible  of  these 
things;  they  are  beyond  his  reach  and  comprehen- 
sion. When  our  Saviour  told  Nicodemus,  that  ex- 
cept a  man  be  born  again,  he  cannot  sse  the  kingdom  of  ]ohn  m.  .3, 4.; 
God :  Nicodemus  saith  u?ito  him,  how  can  a  man  be 
born  when  he  is  old  ;  can  he  enter  the  second  time  in-, 
to  his  mother's  womb,  and  be  born  ?  Notwithstand- 
ing that  he  was  a  ruler  of  the  Jews,  he  argued  very 
grossly;  and  how  many,  when  we  have  borne  testi- 
mony to  the  inward  appearance  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  by  his  light  and  Spirit  in  men*s  hearts,  have 
made  very  strange  of  it,  and  been  ready  to  say^ 
how  can  this  be  ?  and  when  we  have  spoken  of 
men's  having  inward  fellowship  with  the  Father, 
and  with  the  Son,  while  they  are  upon  the  earth, 
many  cannot  understand  how  this  can  be,  although 
the  primitive  Christians  had  it  in  their  own  experi- 
ence, as  is  before  observed.  The  apostle  saith, 
neither  circumcision  availeth  any  thing,  nor  uncircum-  ^^^-  '^^-  ^5- 
cision,  but  a  new  creature.  It  doth  not  avail  in  the 
sight  of  God,  whether  a  man  be  baptized  with  wa- 
ter, or  not  bapt'sed  with  water ;  or  v/hether 
he  receives  the  bread  and  wine  or  doth  not  re- 
ceive it,  if  he  be  not  a  new  creature  ;  we  read.  If  '^  Car.  v.  17, 
am^  man  be  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new  creature  ;  and  as 
is  before  observed,  except  a  man  be  born  again,  he 
cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God.     V\/"e  greatly  desire 
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that  all  people  might  have  this  in  their  own  expe- 
rience, that  so  they  might  walk  as  becomes  the 
children  of  God,  and  manifest  themselves  to  be  the 
followers  and  disciples  of  Christ,  by  their  living, 
agreeably  to  his  do6lrine;  for  I  count  that  is  the 
greatest  outward  visible  sign,  that  any  man  can 
give,  that  he  is  truly  a  Christian,  and  a  member  of 
Christ's  church,  for  him  to  live  agreeably  to  the 

John  xiii.  25-  doftrine  of  Christ ;  by  this,  said  our  Saviour,  shall 
,  all  ?nen  know  that  ye  are  my  disciples,  if  ye  lo-ve  one 
another.  Now,  to  love  one  another,  to  love  our 
enemies,  to  do  good  for  evil,to  forgive  injuries,  to 
be  just  and  merciful,  and  walk  humbly,  as  Chris- 
tians ought  to  do,  are  good  outward  visible  signs  ; 
but  we  believe  no  outward  observations  will  make 

Eph.  V.  27.  men  Christians,  and  members  of  that  pure  church 
which  Christ  came  to  present  to  God,  without  spot 
or  wrinkle^  or  any  such  thing,  (but  that  it  should 
be  holy  and  v/ithout  blemish)  if  they  do  not  know 
the  Lord  to  work  a  change  in  their  hearts,  and  re- 
deem them  out  of  those  things  which  unfit  them 

Rom.ii.  18,29.  for  his  holy  kingdom  ;  the  apostle  saith.  He  is  not 
a  Jew  that  is  one  outwardly,  neithei:  is  that  circum" 
cision  which  is  outward  in  thefiesh  ;  but  he  is  a  Jew 
which  is  one  inwardly,  and  circumcision  is  that  of  the 
heart  in  the  Spirit,  and  not  of  the  letter,  whose  praise 
is  not  of  men,  but  of  God.  As  a  man's  being  out- 
wardly circumcised,  and  observing  a  great  many 
Jewish  rites  and  ceremonies,  did  not  make  him  a 
true  and  real  Jew,  if  he  was  not  one  in  his  heart ; 
so  it  may  be  truly  said,  he  is  not  a  Christiari,  that 
is  only  one  outwardly,  although  he  has  been  out- 
wardly baptized,  and  received  the  bread  and  wine, 
and  observed  a  great  many  outward  observations. 
If  he  is  not  one  in  his  heart,  all  his  outward  obser- 
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vations  will  not  render  him  acceptable  in  the  sight 
of  God.  What  availed  all  the  Jews  outward  ob- 
servations while  they  lived  in  those  things  that  dis- 
pleased the  Lord  ?  He  that  killeth  an  ox.,  is  as  if  he  jf^.  kvi.  3,  4, 
slew  a  man  ;  he  that  sacrijiceth  a  lamb^  as  if  he  cut 
off  a  dog's  neck;  he  that  offer  eth  an  oblation^  as  if  he 
offered  swine's  blood  •  he  that  burneth  incense^  as  if 
he  blessed  an  idol :  yea,  they  have  chosen  their  own 
ways,  and  their  soid  delighteth  in  their  abomina- 
tions. I  also  will  choose  their  delusions,  and  will 
bring  their  fears  upon  them,  because  when  I  called 
none  did  answer ;  when  I  spake  they  did  not 
hear  ;  but  they  did  evil  before  Jiiine  eyes,  and  chose 
that  in  which  I  delighted  not.  Here  is  the  reason 
laid  down  why  the  Lord  was  angry  with  them. 
These  things  afford  great  instruclion  and  caution  ; 
and  I  desire  that  ail  may  learn  from  v>^hat  such 
brought  upon  themselves,  through  their  choosing 
their  own  ways,  and  delighting  in  their  abomina- 
tions, to  beware  of  doing  the  hke;  but  they  that  are 
Christ's,  and  Christians  in  reality,  are  crucified  to 
the  world,  with  the  affeftions  and  lusts  thereof; 
and  we  desire  that  all  who  are  called  Christians^ 
m.ay  demonstrate  themselves  to  be  such,  by  their 
so  doing,  that  they  may  witness  the  spiritual  com- 
munion and  supper  here  spoken  of.  There  are 
many  religious  people,  particularly  in  Holland,  who  ' 

do  not  profess  to  be  of  our  society  ;  though  they 
do  not  clearly  see  beyond  the  use  of  water-baptism, 
and  bread  and  wine,  do  join  with  us  in  opposing- 
swearing  upon  any  account  ;  because  they  are  con- 
vinced that  all  svjearing  is  forbidden  by  Christ :  Mat.  v.  -4  -.5- 
but  I  say  unto  you,  s%uear  not  at  all ;  neither  by  ^^'  ^^ 
heaven,  for  it  is  God's  throne  ;  nor  by  the  earth,  for 
it  is  his  foot  stool ;  neither  by  Jerusalem,  for  it  is  the 
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City  of  the  great  King  ;  neither  shalt  thou  swear  by 
thy  head^  because  thou  canst  not  make  one  hair^  white 
or  black  ;  but  let  your  conwumication  be  yea,  yea  ; 
nay,  yiay  ;  for  whatsoever  is  more  than  these  cometh 

James  v.  la.  of  evil.  And  the  apostle  James  saith,  but  above  all 
things,  n\y  brethren,  swear  not ;  neither  by  heathen, 
nor  by  the  earth,  neither  by  any  other  oath  ;  but  let 
your  yea,  be  yea  ;  and  your  nay,  7iay  ;  lest  you  fall 
into  condemnation.  They  are  also  one  with  us  in 
opposing  fighting,  because  they  look  upon  it  to  be 
contrary  to  his  doctrine,  that  taught  his  followers 

Mat.  V.  44.  to  love  their  enemies  ;  But  I  say  unto  you,  love  your 
enemies,  pless  them  that  curse  you,  do  good  to  them 
that  hate  you,  and  pray  for  them  that  despitefully  use 
you,  and  persecute  you.  They  are  of  our  minds, 
that  the  ministry  should  be  free  ;  for  they  look  upon 
it  to  be  contrary  to  Christ's  do6trine,  for  men  to 
preach  for  hire,  and  worldly  ends,  who  said  to  his 

Mat.  X.  8        ministers,  freely  ye  have  received,  freely  give  ;   and 
they  are  likewise  one  with  us,  in  holding  forth  the 
universal  love  of  God  to  men.    Now  although  there 
be  many  that  are  purely  conscientious  for  the  use  of 
water-baptism,    and  bread  and  wine,  we  have  a 
great  deal  of  charity  for  all  such  ;  for  many  that 
are  now  joined  in  society  with  us,  were  once  aS 
much   for  the  use  of  these  things,  as  m^any  well- 
minded  people  now  are  ;  and  as  the  Lord  has  mer- 
cifully brought  many  of  us,  in  a  good  degree,  to 
v/itness  the  spiritual  baptism  and  supper,  we  de- 
sire that    others   might    be  brought  to  the    ex- 
perience thereof  in  themselves  ;  and  he  that  v/it- 
ncsscs  the  substance  of  what  many  allow,  that  v/a- 
ter-baptism  and  bread  and  wine,  are  outv/ard  and 
visible  signs  of,  is  come  to  the  end  of  the  signs ; 
for  I  hope  I  may  be  safe  in  saying,    all  signs  end 
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in  their  substance.     Now  as  we  have  chanty  for  all 

them,  who  do  conscientiously  use  these  things,  we 

think  they  ought  to  have  charity  for  us,  if  we  disuse 

them,  because  we  believe  they  are  ceased  in  point 

of  obligation;  and  we  read  that,  Whatso£i)er  is  not  Ron.  xiv.  553. 

of  faith  is  si?7. 


6.    CONCES.NING     PERFECTION. 

^"I^HIS  do£lrine  of  Perfeclion  seems  very  strange 
A  and  novel,  to  many  that  witness  but  little 
victory  in  themselves,  over  their  lusts  and  passi- 
ons ;  and  the  enemy  of  man's  happiness  has  per= 
suaded  many  people  to  believe,  that  there  is  no 
possibility  of  overcoming  their  corruptions  and 
sins,  while  they  are  here  upon  earth,  that  so  they 
may  be  quiet  and  easy  in  them  :  or  of  doing  God's 
will  and  keeping  his  commands,  that  so  they  may 
not  endeavour  for  it.  Now  Vv'^e  beheve  that  God's 
ways  are  equal;  is  not  my  %uay,  saith  the  Lord,  ^^e^-'^'"- 25- 
equal?  God  is  just  in  all  his  doings,  and  requires 
no  more  of  men  than  he  gives  t  hem  ability  to  per- 
form. If  God  require  that  of  men  which  they  were 
not  able,  neither  of  themselves,  nor  by  any  grace 
received  to  perform,  then  it  might  be  said,  that 
his  ways  were  unequal,  and  that  he  was  an  hard 
master ;  but  that  w^ould  be  abominable  to  charge 
upon  the  Almighty,  who  is  full  of  justice  and  equi- 
ty. The  v/ise  man  saith,  fear  God  and  keep  his  Eccl.  xii.  13. 
commandments  J  for  this  is  the  whole  duty  of  fnan. 
Now  if  God  requires  this  of  men,  as  to  be  sure  he 
doth,  then  there  is  a  possibility  of  it,  or  else,  as  is 
F 
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before  observed,  his  ways  are  unequal ;  but  it  is 
far  from  the  children  of  God  to  charge  him  with  ' 
<  injustice.     The  disobedient  and  rebellious  people 

of  Israel  said,  that  the  way  of  the  Lord  was  not 
Ezek.xviii.  29,  equal  \  yet  saith  the  house  o/"  Israel,  the  way  of  the 
Lord  is  not  equal :  0  house  of  Israel,  are  not  -my  ways 
equal  ?  are  not  your  ways  unequal  ?  therefore  I  will 
judge  you^  0  house  of  Israel,  every  one  according  to 
hii  ways^  saith  the  Lord  God  :  repent  and  turn  your- 
selves from  all  your  transgressiotis ;  so  iniquity  shall  not 
he  your  ruin.  Now  reader,  from  this  thou  mayst 
gather  what  sort  of  people  they  were,  that  said  the 
way  of  the  Lord  was  not  equal.  And  we  read  in 
the  parable  of  the  talents,  that  it  was  the  unprofit- 
Mat.xxv.  34.  "^^^  servant  that  complained  of  his  Lord  ;  then  he 
which  had  received  the  one  talent^  came  and  said^ 
Lord^  I  knew  thee,  that  thou  art  an  hard  man,  reap- 
ing where  thou  hast  not  sown,  and  gathering  where 
thou  hast  not  strawed. 

Now  we  do  not  read,  that  the  good  servants 
that  had  improved  the  talents,  complained  of  their 
Lord  ;  but  we  freely  own,  that  no  mere  man  of 
himself,  by  his  own  power,  as  he  is  a  man,  can 
do  the  will  of  God,  and  keep  his  commands  ;  yet 
we  believe  there  is  power  in  that  divine  grace,  that 
the  apostle  saith,  hath  appeared  to  all  men,  to  en- 
able them  to  overcome  those  things  which  are  evil, 
TimsU.  iio  *ind  do  that  which  is  well  pleasing  to  God  ;  for  the 
grace  of  God,  that  bringcth  salvation,  hath  appear- 
ed to  all  men  ;  teaching  us,  that  denying  ungodliness 
and  worldly  lusts,  we  shoidd  live  soberly,  righteous- 
ly and  godly  in  this  present  world.  Here  is  both  the 
universality  and  sufficiency  of  it,  excellently  set 
forth  by  the  apostle  ;  ?i:y  grace,  saith  the  Lord  to 
the  apostle,  is  sir§icient  for   thee^     AKhough  we 
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freely  own,  that  we  are  weak  of  ourselves,  as  men, 
and  cannot  of  our  pwn  power  do  any  thing  that  is 
good,  as  Christ  said,  ivkhotit  me  ye  can  do  nothing  ; 
yet  we  say,  there  is  power  and  sufficiency  in  the 
grace  of  God,  to  enable  men  to  do  his  will,  and 
keep  his  commands,  as  they  take  heed  unto  it ;  / 
am  able,  saith  the  apostle,  through  Christ  who 
strengthens  me,  to  do  all  things. 

It  doth  not  consist  with  the  wisdom  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  that  those  gracious  promises  which  are  made 
conditionally  upon  men's  overcoming,  and  doing 
the  commands  of  God,  should  be  made  if  there 
were  no  possibility  of  it;  as  He  that  overcomes,  shall  Rev.  xxi.  y. 
inherit  all  things,  and  I  will  be  his  God,  and  he  shall 
be  my  Son,     He  that  overcometh,  the  same  shall  he  do-  Rg^.  -^^  ^^ 
thed  in  white  raiment,  and  I  will  not  blot  out  his  name 
out  of  the  Book  of  Life,  but  I  will  confess  him  before 
my  Father,  and  before  his  Angels.     Him  that  over-  Rev.  Hi.  14. 
Cometh  will  I  make  a  pillar  in  the  temple  of  my  God, 
and  he  shall  go  no  more  out  ;  and  I  will  write  upon 
him  the  name  of  my  God,  and  the  name  of  the  City  of 
my  God,  which  is  New  Jerusalem,    %vhich  cometh 
down  out  of  Heaven  from  my  God;  and  I  will  write 
upon  him  my  new  name.     To   him  that  overcometh.  Rev.  ii.  37. 
will  I  give  to  eat  of  the  hidden  manna,  and  will  give 
him  a  white  stone,  and  in  the  stone  a  new  name  writ- 
ten, which  no  man  knoweth,  saving  he  that  receiveth 
it.     He  that  overcometh  shall  not  be  hurt  of  the  second  Rev.  ii.  n. 
death.     Blessed  are  they  that  do  his  commandments.  Rev.  xxii.  14. 
that  they  may  have  a  right  to  the  Tree  of  Life,  and  may 
enter  in  through  th^  gates  i?ito  the  City.     To  him  that  Rev.  lii.  si, 
overcometh,  will  I  grant  to  sit  with  me  on  my  throne, 
gven  as  I  have  overcom.e,  and  ara  set  dozvn  with  my  Fa- 
ther on  his  throne.     And  hereby  we  do  know  thai  we  i  lohr  ii.  3,  4^ 
know  him,  if  we  keep  his  commandments.     He  that^''^^'' 
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saith,  I  know  hhuj  and  keepeth  not  his  commandments^ 
is  a  liar,  and  the  truth  is  not  in  him  ;  but  whoso 
keepeth   his  word,  i?t  him  verily  is  the  love  of  God 
perfected  ;  hereby  know  we  that  we  are  in  him.     He 
that  saith,  he  abideth  in  him,  ought  himself  also  to 
walk  even  as  he  walked.   O  that  Christians,  so  called, 
would  consider  how  they  ought  to  walk.     It  is  very 
unjustifiable  to  deny  perfection,  for  v/e  read,  that 
Eph-  V.  27,  &  Christ  came  to  present  the  church  to  God  without  spot 
or  wrinkle,  or  any  such  thing  ;  but  that  it  should  be 
holy  and  without  blemish.    And  he  gave  some  apostles ^ 
and  some  prophets,  and  some  evangelists,  and  some 
pastors,  and  teachers,  for  the  perfeding  of  the  saint i^ 
for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  for  the  edifying  of  the 
body  of  Christ ;  till  we  all  come  in  the  unity  of  the 
faith,  and  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God,  unto  a 
perfeEl  man,  unto  the  measure  of  the  stature  of  the  full- 
ness of  Christ.     And  the  Scriptures  are  for  the  ma- 
king of  the  man  of  God  perfed',  through  faith  in 
a  Tan.  ili.  i6.  Christ  Jesus.     All  Scripture,  given  by  inspiration  of 
''■  God,  is  profitable  for  doBrine,  for  corredion,  for  in- 

strudion  in  righteousness,  that  the  man  of  God  ?nay 
be  thoroughly  furnished  unto  all  good  works.  And 
the  apostle  laboured  to  present  men  perfeCr;  speak- 
ing of  Christ  within,  the  hope  of  glory,  he  saith, 
CoL  i.  22:  whom  we  preach,  warning  every  man,  and  teaching 
every  man  in  all  wisdom,  that  we  may  present  every 
manperfedin  Christ  Jesus.  W^hy  should  they  teach 
and  preach  for  this  end,  if  there  was  no  possibili- 
ty of  attaining  it  ?  Yet  many  have  borne  hard  up- 
on us  for  asserting  such  possibihty,  although  it  be 
the  doflrine  of  Christ.  If  it  be  but  well  consider- 
ed, I  think  they  hold  perfeciion  to  a  great  degree, 
that  are  called  god-fathers,  and  god-motliers,  that 
do  promise  and  vov/  three  things  in  the  rjame  of  a 
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child  when  it  is  sprinkled,  viz.  That  it  shall  for  so  le  Ste  the  churci? 
the  devil  ajid  all  his  works ^  the  pomps  and  varniies  o/"  catechism. 
this  wicked  luorld,  with  all  the  sinful  lusts  of  the  fleshy 
find  that  it  shall  do  God's  holy  will,  and  keep  his 
commandments,  and  walk  in  the  same  all  the  days  of 
its  life.  I  wish  they  themselves  may  be  found  in  the 
pradice  of  what  they  here  promise  for  another.  It 
is  certain,  Christians  ought  to  be  as  like  Christ  as 
it's  possible  for  men  and  women  to  be,  and  to  walk 
even  as  he  walked,  as  far  as  they  are  capable. 

He  was  holy,  humble,  meek,  and  merciful ;  but 
how  much  the  reverse  are  too  many  that  profess  to 
be  his  followers?  m-any  who  are  for  imperfedion, 
and  say,  there  is  no  viftory  over  sin  while  here,  do 
urge  that  of  the  apostle  Paul,  where  he  saith,  for  Rom-vn.  \%. 
1  know  that  in  me,  that  is,  in  my  flesh,  dwelleth  no 
good  thing  ;  for  to  will  is  present  with  ?ne,  but  ho%v 
to  perform  that  which  is  good,  I  find  not ;  for  the 
good  that  I  would,  that  I  do  not,  but  the  evil  which 
I  would  not  that  1  do.  And  verse  21,  he  saith,  /Rom.  v«.  ai, 
find  then  a  law,  that  wheii  I  would  do  good,  evil  is  ^^'  ^^'  ^^' 
present  with  me  ;  for  I  delight  in  the  lazv  of  God,  af- 
ter the  inward  man;  but  I  see  another  law  in  my 
members,  warring  against  the  lazv  of  my  mind,  and 
bri?2ging  ??2e  into  captivity  to  the  lazv  of  sin,  which  is 
in  my  members  ;  0  wretched  man  thai  I  am,  who  shall 
deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death  ?  If  the  rea- 
der please,  he  may  read  the  whole  chapter  throup-h 
for  his  own  satisfaction:  but  we  may  not  reason- 
ably suppose  this  to  be  the  apostle's  present  state, 
but  rather  personating  the  carnal  state  of  others, 
or  himself  before  conversion,  when  he  saiih, 
verse  14.  But  I  am  carnal,  sold  under  sin;  for 
we  believe  he  was  in  a  happy  state  and  condi- 
tion when  he  wrote  that  epistle  ;  as  he  saith  in  the 
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sixth  chapter,  verse  2,  how  shall  we  that  are  dead 
to  sm,  live  any  longer  therein  ?  And  in  the  eighth 
chapter,  verse  1 ,  there  is  therefore  now  no  condem- 
nation to  them  which  are  in  Christ  Jesus,  who  walk 
not  after  the  flesh,  but  after  the  Spirit  ;  for  the  law> 
of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus,  hath  made  me  free 
from  the  law  of  sin  and  death.  I  wish  that  all  might 
come  to  experience  these  things  In  themselves. 
Now  reader,  if  thou  wilt  observe,  although  many 
•say,  that  there  is  no  freedom  from  sin  on  this  side 
of  the  grave,  th^  apostle  saith,  In  the  sixth  of  the 
aame  epistle,  verse,  22,  to  the  believing  Romans,  hut 
now  being  made  free  from  sin,  and  become  servants  to- 
God,  ye  have  your  fridt  unto  holiness,  and  the  end 

1  ym  ih  14-  everlasting  life.  And  John  saith  in  his  first  epistie,  / 
have  written  unto  you  young  men,  because  ye  are 
strong,  and  the  word  of  God  ahideth  in  you,  and  ye 
have  overcome  the  ivicked  one.  May  ail  come  to  the 
experience  of  this  in  themselves.  The  apostle  Paid 

£»i.  it-  lo.  said  to  the  believing  Colassians,  that  they  were  com" 
plete  in  him,  which  is  the  head  of  all  principality  and 

J  Pet.H.  9.  power.  The  apostle  Peter  told  the  believers,  that 
they  were  a  chosen  generation,  a  royal  priesthood,  an 
holy  nation,  a  peculiar  people,  that  they  might  shew 
forth  the  praises  of  him  who  had  called  them  out  of 
darkness  into  his  marvellous  light.  To  be  sure  these 
did  not  break  the  commands  of  God  daily,  in 

I  johnv.  20.  thought  J  word  and  deed.  We  know  that  the  Son  of 
God  is  come,  and  has  given  us  an  understandings  that 
we  may  know  him  that  is  true ;  and  we  are  in  him 
that  is  true,  even  in  his  Son  Jesus  Christ :  this  is  the 

1  ]ohnni  1, 2.  true  God,  a?2d  eternal  life.     Behold  what  manner  of 

love  the  Father    hath   bestowed  upon  us,   that  we 

should  be  called  the  Sons  of  God ;  therefore  the  world 

:■  knoweth  us  not,  because  it  knew  him  not.     Beloved, 
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now  are  we  the  Sons  of  God,  and  it  doth  not  yet  ap" 
pear  what  we  shall  be ;  but  we  know  that  when  he 
shall  appear,  we  shall  be  like  him  ;  for  we  shall  see 
him  as  he  is.     And  every  man  that  hath  this  hope  in 
him,  purifieth  himself,  even  as  he  is  pure.     Whoso- 
ever abideth  in  him,  sinneih  not.  Whosoever  is  born  of 
God,  doth  not  commit  sin  ;  for  his  seed  remaineth  in 
him,  and  he  cannot  sin,  because  he  is  born  of  God,     It 
is  contrary  to  the  divine  nature  to  sin  ;  and  as  men 
are  born  of  it,  they  will  not  only  know  a  ceasing 
from  sin,  but  it  will  be  their  pleasure  and  delight 
to  do  the  will  of  God  :  Except  a  man  be  born  again,  John  ill.  3- 
he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God.     Unless  men  are 
born  of  the  divine  and  heavenly  nature,  they  can 
never  come  to  do  the  will  of  God,  nor  keep  his 
commands ;    for  it  is  impossible  for  men,  while 
they  are  in  the  fallen  and  degenerate  state,  to  do 
God's  will,  and  walk  in  his  way.    We  read,   that 
Enoch  walked  with  God  ;  and  before  he  was  trans- 
lated, the  text  saith,  he  had  this  testimony,  that  h^ 
pleased  God,  Heb.  xi.  5.     And  concerning  Zacha- 
rias  and  his  wife  Elizabeth,  the  text  says,  Luke  1. 
6.     They  were  both  righteous  before  God,  walking  in 
all  the  commandments  and  ordinances  of  the  Lord, 
'blameless.    And  that  all  might  take  such  heed  to 
that  divine  grace  and  good  Spirit,  which  God  has 
graciously  sent  into  their  hearts,  that  they  might 
walk  in  all  well-pleasing  before  him,  and  in  the 
end  have  an  inheritance  amongst  them  that  are 
sandified,  is  my  sincere  desire. 
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7.   coxcerning   the   resurrection. 


E Cause  we  do  not  hold  with  d  great  many 
people  in  their  gross  conceptions  concerning 
the  Resurrection^  therefore  some  have  not  stuck 
to  say  we  deny  it ;  but  we  believe  firmly,  that 
Rev.sx.  i2,ij.  therewill  be  a  Resurreftion  of  the  just  and  unjust, 
and  that  God  will  give  to  every  man  a  reward  ac- 
cording to  his  works,  whether  they  be  good  or 
evil  :  but  saith  the  apostle  Pauh  some  men  will  say^ 

1  Cor.  XV.  Z5- 

how  are  the  dead  raised  up  ;  and  with  what  body  do 
Ver.se  36,  37,  they  come  ?  he  saith  to  such  a  curious  enquirer, 
3  ..39»to44'  tJjoufool,  that  zuhich  thou  sowest  is  not  quickened  ex- 
cept it  die  ;  and  that  which  thou  sowest,  thou  sowest 
not  that  body  that  shall  be,  hut  bare  grain,  it  may 
chance  of  wheat  or  sojiie  other  grain  ;  but  God  giveth 
it  a  body  as  it  hath  pleased  him,  and  to  every  seed  his 
own  body.  All  jlesh  is  not  the  same  flesh  ;  but  there 
is  one  kind  of  flesh  of  men  ^  anothet  fiesh  of  beasts,  ano" 
iher  of  fishes  and  another  of  birds  ;  there  are  also 
celestial  bodies ,  and  bodies  terrestrial ;  but  the  glory 
of  the  celestial  is  one,  and  the  glory  of  the  terrestrial 
is  another  ;  there  is  one  glory  of  the  sun,  and  another 
glory  of  the  moon,  and  another  the  glory  of  stars ; 
for  one  star  differ eth  from  another  star  in  glory  ;  so 
also  is  the  Ressurreilion  of  the  dead :  it  is  sown  in 
corruption,  it  is  raised  in  incorruption  ;  it  is  sown  in 
dishonour,  it  is  raised  in  glory,  it  is  sown  in  weakness, 
it  is  raised  in  power  ;  it  is  sozvn  a  natural  body,  it  is 
raised  a  spiritual  body:  there  is  a  natural  body  and 
there  is  a  spiritual  body.  We  believe,  if  we  faith- 
fully serve  the  Lord  while  we  are  here,  we  shall 
have  such  glorified  bodies  hereafter,  as  he  in  his 
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wisdom   sees  fit,   and   that  satisfies  us :    but  the 
apostle  saith,  verse  the  50th,   th2itjicsh  and  blood  i  Cor.  xv.  50. 
cannot  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God  ;  neither  doth  cor- 
ruption inherit  incorruption.     Now  what  we  desire 
is,  that  all  may  know  a  part  in  the  first  Resurrec- 
tion ;   blessed  and  holy  is  he  that  hath  a  part  in  the  Rev.  xs.  •6. 
first  Resurredion  ;  on  such  the  second  death  hath  no 
power.     The  true  Christians  knew.  That  they  were  -  loim  iii.  14, 
passed  from  death  to  life.,  because  they  loved  the  breth-  '^' 
Ten  :  he,  saith  the  text,  that  loveth  not  his  brother.^ 
abideth  in  death :  whosoever  hateth  his  brother^  is  a 
murderer,  and  no  murderer  hath  eternal  life  abiding 
in  him.  And,  saith  Paul,  she  that  lives  in  p'easure^  i  Tim.  v.  6. 
is  dead  while  she  liveth.     While  men  and  v/omen 
remain  in  a  state  of  death  and  alienation  from  the 
Lord,  they  are  full  of  envy  and  wrath  one  against 
another ;  and  they  live  to  gratify  the  lustful  de- 
sires of  the  flesh.  We  read,  that  whosoever  doth  not  i  john  iil  10. 
righteousness,  is  not  of  God,  neither  he  that  loveth 
not  his  brother,     O  that  all  would  seriously  consi- 
der of  these  things ;  for  it  is  greatly  to  be  lamented 
how  wide  many  of  the  professors  of  Christianity 
live  from  the  doftrine  of  Christ  and  the  primitive 
Christians  :  it  is  as  men  come  to  know  the  second 
Adam,     the  Lord  from  heaven,    the  quickening 
Spirit,  to  quicken  them,  and   make  them  alive, 
that  they  come  to  love  one  another  as  Christians 
ought  to  do;    and  if  all  did  but  live  in  the  Spirit 
and  doftrine  of  Christ,  they  w^ould  not  only  be  full 
of  love  and  good-will  one  to  another,  but  would 
also  bring  forth  other  holy  and  good  fruits  ;    and 
they  whose  fruits  are  unto  holiness,  their  end  will 
be  everlasting  life.      As  men  sow  in  this  world^ 
so  they  may  expecl  to  reap  in  the  next.    We  read, 
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that  he  that  sows  to  the  Spirit ^  shall  of  the  Spirit  reap 
life  everlasting  ;  and  he  that  sows  to  the  flesh,  shall 
of  the  flesh  reap  corruption.  Men  are  not  only  ac- 
countable for  gross  sins ;  but  we  are  told  by  Christ 
our  Lord,  that  a  man  must  give  an  account  in  the 
day  of  judgment  for  every  idle  word  he  speaks ; 
and  the  wise  man  saith,  God  will  bring  every  work 
to  judgment,  with  every  secret  thing,  whether  it  be 
good  or  evil.  Now  we  think  it  not  safe  for  any  to 
be*too  inquisitive  how  the  dead  shall  be  raised,  and 
with  what  bodies  they  shall  come  ;  lest  that  reproof 
of  the  apostle,  thou  fool,  should  belong  to  them  ; 
but  let  us  all  endeavour  to  live  as  becomes  the  chil- 
dren of  God,  that  when  we  leave  this  world,  we 
may  have  the  comfortable  answer  of  well  done,  en- 
ter into  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the  foun- 
dation of  the  world  ;  and  all  such  will  know  a  glori* 
ous  Resurreftion. 


4.    CONCERNING   SWEARING. 

"E  do  not  only  deny  vain,  rash  and  false 
Swearing,  but  we  also  conscientiously  re- 
fuse to  swear  in  any  case,  or  on  any  account  what- 
soever, because  we  believe  that  our  Saviour,  Mat.  v. 
S3,  34,  ^5,  36,  37,  did  positively  forbid  all  Swear- 
ing. For  he  saith,  again  ye  have  heard,  that  it  hath 
been  said  by  them  of  old  time,  thou  shalt  not  forswear 
thyself,  but  shalt  perforin  unto  the  Lord  thine  oath' 
But  I  say  unto  you.  Swear  not  at  all ;  neither  by 
heaven,  for  it  is  God's  throne ;  nor  by  the  earth, 
for  it  is  kis  footstool ;  neither  by  Jerusalem,  for  it  is 
the  City  of  i'oe  great  Kiny  :  neither  shalt  thou  swear 
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by  thy  head,  because  thou  canst  not  make  one  halr^ 
white  or  black.  But  let  your  communication  be  yea, 
yea  ;  nay,  nay  ;  for  whatsoever  is  more  than  these, 
Cometh  of  eviL  From  which  it  is  very  plain,  that 
as  they  of  old  allowed  true  swearing,  but  forbade 
forswearing  or  perjury  ;  so  our  Saviour  here  for- 
bids both  the  one  and  the  other;  declaring,  without 
any  exception,  that  whatsoever  is  more  than  yea, 
yea;  nay,  nay;  cometh  of  evil.  As  for  profane, 
vain  and  rash  Swearing,  it  was  also  forbidden  un- 
der the  law  ;  for  the  third  command  saith,  thou  Exod.  xx.  -. 
shalt  not  take  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  God  in  vain, 
for  he  will  not  hold  him  guiltless  that  taketh  his  name 
in  vain.  And  as  this  our  conscientious  refusal  of 
an  oath,  in  all  cases,  is  grounded  upon  the  express 
command  of  Christ,  we  have  great  cause  to  be 
thankful  to  the  king  and  government,  for  their  fa- 
vour, by  enading,  that  our  word,  or  affirmation, 
shall  pass  in  cases  of  evidence,  instead  of  an  oath, 
For  many  of  our  elder  friends  underwent  great  and 
grievous  sufferings,  by  fines,  confiscations,  banish- 
ments, and  imprisonments  to  death  for  this  their 
Christian  testimony.  Swearing  is  now  become  so 
commouj  that  it  may  with  sorrow  be  observed, 
that  vain  and  profane  Swearing  abounds ;  multi- 
tudes in  their  common  conversation,  being  guilty 
of  it,  in  open  defiance  and  violation,  both  of  the 
laws  of  God  and  man. 

It  is  very  mach  to  be  desired,  that  ail  who  pro- 
fees  themselves  to  be  followers  of  Christ,  may  live 
jn  subjedion  to  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  in  themselves, 
which  leads  into  all  truth,  and  consequently  to 
speak  truth  on  all  occasions  :  men  and  women  un- 
^er  this  influence,  may  be  very  safely  trusted.  And 
it  is  a  reproach  to  any  under  the  denomination  of 
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Christians,  that  they  cannot  be  depended  upon  for 
the  truth  of  what  they  say.     Rehgion,  however,  is 
not  yet  at  so  low  an  ebb,  but  that  there  are  many 
honest  well-minded  people  of  different  professions 
and  persuasions,  who  have  gained  so  great  credit 
and  reputation  amongst  such  as  know  them,  that 
they  are,  and  can  be  relied  on  for  the  truth  of  what 
they  write  or  speak.     And  were  all  to  live  up  to 
the  doctrine  of  Christ,  there  would  be  no  occasion 
for  Swearing  to  awe  men  into  true-spsaking  ;  for 
the  fear  of  God,  v/hich  is  a  stronger  and  more  for- 
cible tye  than  any  oath  that  ever  can  be  made, 
would  always  oblige  and  engage  them  thereunto. 
The  people  called  Quakers  are  not  the  only  peo- 
ple principled  against  Swearing.     The  Menojiistsin 
Holland,  and  in  the  United  Provinces,  they  and  their 
ancestors,  have  for  a  long  series  of  time  constantly 
refused  to  take  an  oath  in  any  case  whatsoever  j 
and  the  States  have  so  far  indulged  them,  as  to 
establish,  that  their  word  shall  pass  in  evidence,  in- 
stead of  an  oath  ;  subjecting  them  who  falsify  their 
words,  to  the  same  penalties  as  those  who  are  guilty 
of  perjury  ;  which  v/e  hold  to  be  very  just  and  rea- 
sonable.    The  primitive  Christians  did  generally  re- 
fuse to  swear;  and  it  is  observable,  that  when  their 
cruel  persecutors  sometimes  called  upon  them  to 
'Swear,  they   returned  this  short  answer,  /  am  a 
Christian.     Divers  of  the  ancient  Fathers,  and  mar- 
tyrs, and  early  reformers,  were  of  the  same  senti- 
ments oil  this  subje6t  ;  see  Treatise  on  Oaths;  where 
the  reader  will  find  many  weighty  reasons  against 
all  manner  of  Swearing,  supported  by  the  exam- 
ple-and  praftice  of  eminent  Christians,  martyrs, 
and  reformers,  in  divers  ages  of  Christianity.   And 
as  this  subjeft  is  thoroughly  discussed  in  that  Trea' 
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fise,  and  a  full  answer  there  given  to  the  several 
objedions  usually  made  on  this  head,  the  reader  ' 

will  find  it  well  worth  his  perusal ;  a  few  quoiati- 
©ns  out  of  which  said  Treatise,  transcribed  from 
William  PenrCs  works,  vol.  1.  p.  626,  627,  ^2>Q'f 
655,  65^7,  are  as  follows  : 


1.  POLYCARPUS.^ 


'^  The  first  testimony  recorded  against  Swearing 
^  after  the  apostles'  times,  was  that  of  Polycar- 

*  pus;  who  had  lived  with  the  apostles,  and  was 
'  said  to  have  been  a  disciple  to  Jo/j?i,  not  the  least 
^  of  the  apostles  ;  for  at  his  death,  when  the  go- 
'  vemor  bid  him  swear,  defy  Christ,  &c.  he  said, 
^  fourscore  and  six  years  have  I  served  him,  yet  hath 
'  he  never  offended  me  in  any  thing.  The  Proconsul 
^  still  urged  and  said.  Swear  by  the  Fortune  of 
'  Cssar  ;  to  whom  Poly  carpus  answerd,  if  thou  re-; 
^  quirest  this  vainglory,  that  I  protest  the  fortune  of 
'  Csesar,  as  thou  say  est,  feigning  thou  knowest  not  who 
'  I  am,  hear  freely,  \  I  am  a  Q\m&i\2S\.     This  good 

*  man  began  his  fourscore  and  sixth  year  about 
'  twenty  years  after  James  wrote,  above  all  things  my 

*  brethren,  swear  not ;    and  several  years  before 
<  John  the  apostle  deceased,  for  he  is  called  his 

*  disciple.'     See  his  history  and  commendations  in 
Eusebius's  Eccl.  hist.  Lib.  4.  Cap.   15. 

^  He  suffered  martyrdom  at  Smyrna  about  the  Year  167= 
•\   See  the  following  testimony  of  Basilides. 
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2.     JUSTIN  MARTYR.  I| 

ApoL  2.  -pro  Christianis  ad  Anton.  Pium.  Oper,  p.  63, 

'  It  was  some  time  before  his  suffering,  that  Jus" 
*■  tin  Martyr^  who  is  the  first  we  find  writing  of  it, 

*  published  an  Apology  for  the  Christians  in  the  year 
'   150,  as  himself  saith ;   and  a  second  after  that, 

*  wherein  he  tells  us,  after  the  dodrine  of  his  mas- 
'  ter,  that  we  should  not  swear  at  all,  but  always  speak 

*  the  truth.    He  (that  is  Christ)  hath  thus  coinmand- 

*  ed,  swear  not  at  all ;  but  let  your  yea,  be  yea,  and 
^  your  nay,  nay  ;  and  what  is  more  than  these  is 
^  of  evil.'  See  his  praise  and  martyrdom  in  Euse-^ 
hhis  soon  after  Poly  carpus. 


PONTICUS*  andBLANDINA, 


Eiiseb.  Eccies.  Hist.  Lib.  5.  Cap,  I. 

*  Under  the  same  emperor,  viz,  Antonius  Philo- 
^  sophus,  (says  Eusebius^  suffered  also  Ponticus  of 
^  15  years  of  age,  and  Blandina  a  virgin,  with  all 
^  kind  of  bitter  torments ;  the  tormentors  now  and 
*  then  urging  them  to  swear,  which  they  constant- 
'  ly  refused.' 

il  He  was  put  death  at  Rome,  being  scourged,  and  after^ 
wards  beheaded,  Anno   168. 

*  Ponticus,  a  youth  of  fifteen  years  of  age,  suffered  mar- 
tyrdomj  together  with  Blandina,  about  the  year  177. 
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4.     BASILIDES.  t 


Emeb,  Eccles,  Hist.  Lib.  6.  Cap.  4. 

'  And  in  another  emperor's  reign,  viz.  Severus 

*  Basilides,  a  soldier  of  authority  among  the  host, 

*  being  appointed  to  lead  Peiamiena  to  execution, 

*  and  by  her  convinced  of  the  truth  in  Christ,  was 
'  after  a  while  required  to  swear,  but  he  affirmed 

*  plainly,  it  was  not  lawful  for  him  to  swear  ;for^  said 
'  he,  /  am  a  Christian.  He  did  not  lay  the  unlaw- 
'  fulness  upon  that  oath,  but  upon  swearing  at  alL 
'  The  history  only  says,  his  companions  would 
^  have  him  swear  upon  some  occasion  or  other,  not 
'  mentioning  by  what  j   his  answer  was,  //  is  unlaw"- 

*  fa^  fi^  '^^^  ^^  jw^^r  ;  and  why  ?  because,  saith  he^ 

*  I  am  a  Christian.  The  consequence  is  plain, 
'  Christians  took  no  oaths,  therefore  not  their 
^  oaths.' 


5.     CHRYSOSTOM. 


'  Chrysostom  in  his  days,  about  the  year  398,  a 

*  man  very  famous  in  the  church,  and  therefore 

*  stiled  tho.  Golden  Dodor^  in  his  15th  Homily  oh 
'  Genesis,  saith,  a  Christian  must  flee  oaths  by  all 

*  means,  hearing  the  sentence  of  Christ,  which  saithj 
'  It  was  said  to  them  of  old,  ye  shall  not  forswear, 

*  but  I  say  unto  you.  Swear  not  at  all.     Let  none 

■f  He  was  beheaded  at  Alexandria  about  the  year  204, 
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*  say  therefore,  I  Swear  in  a  just  business :  it  is 

*  not  lawful  to  Swear,  neither  in  a  just  nor  unjust 

*  thing.* 


6.     The  WALDENSES. 

'  The  ancient  *  Waldenses,  we  have  good  cause 
to  say,  denied  the  taking  of  any  oath  in  what 
sense  the  primitive  Christians  and  fathers  refused, 
and  that  was  a/l  together;  to  be  sure  their  enemies 
charged  them  with  it  for  above  three  hundred 
years,  and  we  cannot  find  that  they  then  denied 
the  charge  :  we  suppose  none  will  attempt  to 
prove  they  did,  for  they  were  well  known  in  the 
world  a?  to  this  particular^' 


1.    JOHN  WICICLIFF. 

^  John  WickUff,  our  countryman,  and  in  his  time 
Divinity  Professor  of  Oxford.,  famous  for  his  learn- 
ing and  godly  courage,  in  oppugning  the  doc- 
trines and  pradice  of  Ro?ne,  in  the  time  of  Ed- 
ward the  third  J  and  Richard  the  second^  about  the 
year  1370,  was  accused,  among  other  things,  for 
maintaining,  that  all  oaths  which  he  made  for  any 
contract  or  civil  bargain,  betwixt  man  and  man^, 
are  unlawful,^ 

*  About  theyeaf  1310,    . 
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8.    PROTESTANT  MARTYRS. 


*  John  Huss,  Jerome  oi  Prague,  Walter  Brute,  Wih 
^  Ham  Swinderby,  Wt/iia?7i  Sawtry,  William  White, 

*  William  Thorp,  Michael  Sadler,  and  others,  who 

*  suffered  death  for  the  Protestant  cause,  are  record- 

*  ed  to  have  refused  all  Swearing,  in  any  case,  pub^ 

*  lie  or  private/ 


f  HE   CONCLUSION. 


A  V I N  G  made  the  foregoing  observations* 
which  are  left  to  the  reader's  serious  consi- 
deration, what  I  greatly  desire  is,  that  all  may  come 
to  the  pradtical  part  of  true  religion  and  Christimiityt 
for  although  a  man  may  believe  (according  to  the 
Scripture)  in  God,  who  created  the  heavens  and 
the  earth,  and  formed  it  to  be  inhabited  ;  see  Is  a, 
xiv.  18.  and  also  believe,  that  Christ  was  conceiv- 
ed by  the  Holy  Ghost,  born  of  the  Virgin  Mary, 
and  that  he  wrought  many  wonderful  miracles,  and 
suffered  death  upon  the  cross,  as  he  was  man,  for 
he  could  not  die  as  he  was  God  ;  and  that  he  was 
dead  and  buried,  and  rose  again,  and  ascended  up 
to  heaven,  and  that  he  is  also  come  again  by  his 
Spirit  into  men's  hearts  :  although  a  man  may  be- 
lieve all  these  great  truths,  and  all  the  Jirticles  of 
the  Christian  faith  j  all  this  will  not  entitle  him  to 
H 
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Heb.  x5i.  14. 
James  ii.    19, 


Verse   26- 


James  ii.   18. 


James  i.  37. 


^ro-v 


V.  vui.   13. 


Prov. 


a  part  in  the  kingdom  of  God,  unless  he  comes  to 
live  an  holy  life  ;  for  we  read,  that  without  holiness 
no  man  shall  see  the  Lord.  Thou  believest,  saith  the 
apostle,  there  is  one  God  ;  thou  dost  well ;  the  devils 
also  believe  and  tremble.  But  noilt  thou  know,  0  vain 
man,  that  faith  without  works  is  dead.  For  as  the  body 
luithout  the  Spirit  is  dead,  so  faith  without  works  is 
dead.  He  saith,  shew  me  thy  faith  without  thy  works  ^ 
and  I  will  shew  thee  my  faith  by  my  works.  The 
saints  faith  gave  them  victory,  and  vi^rought  by  love, 
to  the  purifying  of  their  hearts.  The  practical  part 
of  Christianity  is  too  much  wanting  amongst  many 
of  them  that  profess  to  be  the  followers  of  Christ. 
To  visit  the  widow  and  fatherless  in  their  affii^lioriy 
and  to  keep  themselves  unspotted  from  the  world,  is 
the  religion  which  will  avail  men  in  a  dying  hour. 
It  is  very  good  for  those  unto  whom  the  Lord  has 
opened  his  hand  wide,  and  blesed  with  a  plentiful 
share  of  these  low  things,  to  be  full  of  bowels  of 
compassion  towards  them  that  are  in  want  and  dis- 
tress, and  to  stand  up  for  the  right  of  the  widow 
and  fatherless,  this  is  one  part  of  true  Christianity  ; 
but  to  wrong  and  oppress  the  widow  and  father- 
less, is  the  reverse  of  Christia?jity  ;  many,  not  on- 
ly amongst  us,  but,  >  I  hope,  also  among  other  so- 
cieties, have  so  much  of  the  fear  of  God,  that  they 
hate  this.  The  Scripture  saith,  that  the  fear  of  God 
is  to  hate  pride  and  arrogancy,  and  the  evil  way. 
The  m.ore  men  live  in  the  fear  of  God,  there  is  the 
greater  hatred  in  their  hearts  against  ill  things;  but 
many  for  want  of  this,  have  fallen  into  very  bad 
company,  and  evil  things ;  whereby  they  have 
brought  great  ruin  and  contempt  upon  themselves. 
Bad  com.pany  has  been  the  overthrow  of  many. 
My  son,  saith  the  wise  man,  if  sinners  entice  thee 
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consent  thou  not.  The  enemy  of  men's  happiness  doth 
often  make  use  of  ill  instruments  to  draw  people 
pto  ill  things  ;  and  as  many  have  been  drawn  into 
very  wrong  and  ill  things  by  keeping  of  loose  and 
bad  company,  so  I  believe  many  have  been  greatly 
corrupted,  through  reading  of  corrupt  and  ill  books; 
so  that  some,  from  reading  of  Atheistical  books,  have 
arrived  to  a  great  degree  of  y^//jm;7z.  But  it  is  very 
profitable  to  read  the  Holy  Scriptures,  which  pro, 
ceeded  from  the  good  Spirit  of  God,  as  people  read 
them  in  the  same  Spirit  from  which  they  did  pro- 
ceed ;  and  there  are  also  a  great  many  other  good 
books,  that  are  written  by  such  as  did  fear  God, 
which  do  greatly  tend  to  promote  piety  and  virtue 
and  are  very  profitable  to  be  read. 

Great  controversies  have  been,  and  yet  are  among 
the  professors  of  Christianity,  about  religion  :  one 
saith  one  thing,  and  another  another  ;  so  that  I  be- 
lieve many  well-minded  people  are  at  a  very  great 
stand  to  know  which  is  the  right  way.  Now  the 
apostle  Peter,  by  the  diredion  of  the  Holy  Ghost| 
has  told  us,  that  God  is  no  respeder  of  persons,, but  Aassx.  34 
in  every  nation,  he  that  fears  God,  and  works  righte- 
ousness, is  accepted  with  him.  Now  here  are  the 
terms  and  conditions  clearly  laid  down,  upon  which 
acceptance  with  God  stands;  and  this  is  what  we 
desire  all  people  may  come  to  be  found  in  the  prac- 
tice of,  that  so  all  bitterness  and  envy  one  against 
another,  about  religion,  might  cease  and  come  to 
an  end;  that  truth  and  righteousness  may  flourish 
in  the  earth.  '' 

If  all  did  but  truly  live  in  the  fear  of  God  as 
thev  ought  to  do,  there  would  be  an  holy  harmony 
among  the  children  of  men,  and  love,  peace,  mercy, 
truthp    justice  and  equity  would  abound  among 
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them ;  but  for  want  of  this,  how  doth  strife,  envy, 
injustice,  and  oppression  abound,  even  amongst 
many  of  them  who  profess  to  be  the  disciples  and 
fcilowers  of  Christ.  O,  that  the  children  of  men 
had  but  in  their  own  experience,  what  great  re- 
ward and  peace  there  is  in  living  in  the  fear  of  God, 
and  in  keeping  of  his  commands,  then  they  would 
serve  him  with  pleastire  ;  for  there  is  peace  a^d 
comfort  in  obeying  and  serving  the  Lord,  beyond 
what  any  are  sensible  of,  except  those  that  have  it 
in  their  own  experience;  so  that  I  believe  many 
pious  and  good  people  are  thankful  beyond  what 
they  can  express  in  words,  that  they  were  prevail- 
ed upon  to  serve  him. 

And  such  are  concerned  in  heart,  that  others 
might  also  be  gained  upon  to  serve  the  Lord,  that 
so  they  might  be  truly  happy  ;  it  is  for  this  end, 
that  many  of  our  religious  good  friends  have  tra- 
velled from  one  land  and  country  to  another,  in 
hazard  of  their  lives  ;  it  is  also  upon  this  account, 
that  many  have  appeared  in  print;  that,  if  possible, 
they  might  be  instrumental  to  gain  upon  the  chil- 
dren of  men  to  fear  and  serve  the  Lord  ;  for  if  men 
observe  a  thousand  outward  observations,  if  they 
do  not  obey  the  Lord,  they  will  not  all  render  them 
acceptable  in  his  sight :  Samuel  told  Saul,  that  obe- 
dience was  better  than  sacrifice ,  and.  to  hearken  to  the 
voice  of  God,  was  better  than  the  fat  of  rams. 

When  it  pleased  God  to  reach  to  the  apostle 
Paul,  and  bring  him  to  partake  of  his  love  and 
goodness,  how  did  his  bowels  ye'arn  for  his  re- 
lations and  kinsfolks  after  thar  ilcsh,  that  they 
might  be  gained  upon  to  serve  the  Lord.  And  hig 
love  did  not  only  reach  to  them,  but  to  mankind 
ynivertally ;  for,  in  h,s  first  epistle  to  Timothy^  he 
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jsaith,  /  exhort  that  prayers  and  intercessions,  &c.  i  TJm.  ii.  t. 
be  made  for  all  men;  and  the  apostle  laboured,  as  in 
Chris  fs  stead,  that  men  might  he  reconciled  to  God.  O,  a  Cor.  v.  20, 
what  could  a  true  Christian,  that  hath  the  mind  of 
Christ,  go  through,  that  men  might  be  won  upon 
to  serve  God  truly,  that  so  they  might  experience 
the  love  and  goodness  of  God.  in  themselves  ;  for 
the  nature  of  the  love  of  God  is  such,  that  when  it 
prevails  in  men's  hearts,  then  they  desire  that  others 
might  come  to  share  thereof  with  them ;  as  the  good 
man  of  old  said,  co7ne  taste  and  see  that  the  Lord  Psal-  xxxiv.  8- 
is  good.  It  is  when  men  are  truly  prevailed  upon, 
\i^  the  power  of  divine  love,  that  they  come  to  be 
in  love  with  God,  and  to  run  the  ways  of  his  com- 
mands with  cheerfulness  ;  for  if  there  were  no  fu- 
ture rewards  and  punishments,  that  peace  and  com^ 
fort  which  they  enjoy,  who  truly  serve  the  Lord, 
is  very  encouraging  to  them  to  persevere  therein. 
Friendly  reader,  if  thou  behevest  the  death  and 
sufferings  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  v/ho  was  cru- 
cified without  the  gates  of  Jerusalem,  according  as 
the  Holy  Scriptures  relate,  let  not  this  satisfy  thee, 
but  be  concerned  that  thou  mayest  know  the  Lord 
to  bear  rule,  and  set  up  his  kingdom  in  thy  heart ; 
then  will  it  be  easy  for  thee  to  ^o  the  will  of  God, 
and  keep  his  commands.  And  if  thou  hast  a  value 
and  esteem  for  the  Holy  Scriptures,  do  not  satisfy 
thyself  with  only  reading  the  experiences  of  the  holy 
men  of  God,  that  spake  what  they  were  witnesses 
of,  who  knew  a  being  washed  by  the  water  of  re- 
generation, but  seek  that  thou  mayest  also  come  to 
the  experience  thereof  in  thyself.  A.-d  if  thou  art 
conscientious  for  the  outward  water-baptism,  and 
bread  arid  wine,  be  careful  thou  do  not  rest  in  the 
outward  observations,  short  of  that  inward  and 
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spiritual  baptism  and  communion,  which  the  goo4 
Christians  of  old  witnessed  ;  that,  through  the  en- 
joyment thereof,  thou  mayest  grow  beyond  the 
use  of  the  outward  and  visible  sign§  :  And  as  thou 
findest  that  some  of  old  knew  an  overcoming  of 
the  enemy  of  their  souls,  and  received  power  to  be- 
come the  sons  of  God,  consider  what  victory  thou 
hast  gotten  over  the  enemy  in  thyself.  And  as 
some  people  have  been  too  inquisitive  how  the  dead 
should  be  raised,  and  with  what  bodies  they  should 
come,  let  it  be  thy  great  concern  to  know  thou  art 
raised  out  of  the  grave  of  sin  and  iniquity,  that  thou 
mayest  walk  with  the  Lord  in  newness  of  life,  and 
live  to  his  praise  and  glory  whilst  thou  hast  a  being 
•  here,  that  so  thou  mayest  attain  to  the  resurreC'^ 
tion  of  the  just  hereafter. 

As  the  Lord,  in  his  wonderful  love  and  mercy, 
hath  sent  the  son  of  his  dear  love^  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  to  die  for  the  children  of  men,  whilst  they 
were  enemies  to  him,  I  tenderly  desire  that  all  may 
consider  the  great  love  of  God  to  them  therein, 
and  as  he  is  the  fountain  and  author  of  all  the  good 
that  we  receive,  it  is  greatly  to  be  desired  that  his 
long  forbearance,  great  goodness,  and  manifold 
mercies,  extended  to  the  children  of  men,  might 
i  Pej.  m.  lo.  engage  them  to  care  and  watchfulness.  We  read 
that  the  long-suffering  of  God  waited  in  the  days  of 
Noah,  while  the  Ark  was  preparing  ;  and  when  the 
Lord  had  long  striven  with  them  by  his  Spirit,  and 
they  would  not  be  gained  upon,  then  he  destroyed 
<^n.  vi.  ■],  2t.  them  all,  save  only  eight  persons  that  were  in  the 
'^^'  Ark.     It  is  not  long  since  the  pestilence  did  very 

much  prevail  in  France,  by  which  many  thousands 
v/ere  sv/ept  away.  Now  as  the  Lord  has  merciful- 
ly spared  the  people  of  these  countries,  and  tlie 
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British  Isles  adjacent,  in  lengthening  a  day  of  mercy 
to  them  ;  I  desire  that  his  great  goodness  and  long 
forbearance  may  lead  them  to  repentance  and  a- 
mendment  of  life ;  for  the  Lord,  as  a  tender  fa- 
ther, seeks  to  endear  the  children  of  men  to  him- 
self, by  his  kindness  and  love. 

And,  friendly  reader,  that  thou  and  all  men  may 
be  prevailed  upon,  to  walk  humbly  with  God,  and 
live  such  pious  and  holy  lives,  that  the  great  and 
good  end,  for  which  the  Lord  hath  made  man,  and 
given  him  a  being  upon  the  earth,  to  shew  forth  his 
praise  and  glory,  may  be  answered,  that  thou  and 
they  may  be  happy  to  all  eternity,  is  the  sincere 
desire  of  one  of  the  people  called  Quakers, 

Written  at  Amsterdam,  1  t>  ,      tt 

in  the  Year  1724.      j  BenJAMIN  HoLME.  # 

If  the  reader  desires  a  more  full  and  particulat' 
account  of  our  principles,  there  is  an  Apology  writ- 
ten by  Robert  Barclay,  which  has  been  print- 
ed in  English,  Latin,  High  and  Low  Dutch,  French^ 
Spanish,  and  Danish,  to  which  he  is  referred. 
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